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Welcome to our second newsletter for the 2017-2018 
school year. As you know, many teachers and teacher 
assistants, together with our support staff, continue 
to contribute unselfishly many hours of professional 
and personal time on behalf of our students. The 
recent Week Without Walls adventures of the 
secondary section is just one example of a massive, 
collective effort to bring new experiences and 
learning opportunities to Yangon Academy students. 
And now, Thingyan celebrations just finished, with 
Advanced Placement (AP) exams soon to follow for 
High School starting in early May.
Purchase orders are beginning to flow in as we begin 
to prepare for next year’s classes and activities.  Science 
is our priority focus this time in our curriculum cycle. 
We are intending to make a new textbook adoption 
K-12, complete with digital and .pdf textbook access 
opportunities. Hands-on and simulated labs will 

be continue to be available for teachers and their 
students, with the number of both practical and 
digital experiments and demonstrations increasing.
At the Elementary level, Mr. Robertson, our ES 
Principal, will be introducing a more robust program 
of English support for all students, and will be joined 
next year by Mrs. Rene McQuillin, our new ES 
Assistant Principal, currently serving as our Early 
Childhood Center (ECC) Principal. The ECC and 
the ES K-5 program will be managed next year by 
the two of them, with Mr. Robertson as the head. 
Also, I would like to introduce our new Curriculum 
Coordinator for secondary, Mr. Robert Powers. He 
has considerable experience in international schools, 
mainly in Secondary English and leadership, and 
is an accomplished musician as well. He is coming 
from an international school in India with his wife 
and two children.
As always, Ad Astra. To the Stars!

Mr. David Miller
Director/ Secondary Principal

                              -------- § -- ------

Best Wishes for a Happy Myanmar New Year!
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Secondary School News!

Yangon Academy’s 10th-12th graders recently went to Vietnam for the annual Week Without Walls trip. On the 
first full day, we headed out to Ha Long Bay. Once there, students had the opportunity to connect with nature 
through kayaking, squid fishing, cave exploring, and simply relaxing on the sundeck of our boat. When we 
returned to land the following day, the majority of the group hopped in a cable car that took them across the 
bay and up a small mountain. When we reached the summit, students rode the sun-wheel, which gave them 
a stunning view of the city and surrounding bay. This was followed by a brief trip to the amusement park and 
arcade. Later that evening, students relaxed at a local mall (and seniors even tried their hand at ice skating!). 
On our third day, we made the long trek back to Hanoi. On the way we climbed into small boats. We rowed 
through several beautiful caves and eventually came to the place that King Kong: Skull Island was filmed. We 
also made a brief stop at a temple nestled among the hills before finishing the trip to Hanoi. On the final full 
day, we visited The Temple of Literature and several local markets before making our way back home. 

Week Without Walls 
Vietnam 2018
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Secondary School News!

7th and 8th Grade Language Arts

8th Grade English and Writing
 It was a wonderful experience traveling with 
the 8th grade on this year’s Week Without Walls. 
We had some unforgettable experiences feeding 
elephants and seeing Inle Lake. It has been a special 
few months, as the students have read and studied 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. It is a novel 
that raises many tough moral questions about 
injustices in the world, and I’m happy to say that 
the 8th graders handled it with maturity as well as 
intellectual curiosity.
 We are in the midst of presenting our 
book reports. They have been reading novels 
independently, and now are sharing them with the 
class.

7th Grade English
 Since the new year, the 7th grade has been 
working on understanding different points of view 
in literature. We have been reading and analyzing 
fiction and non-fiction texts from our Holt books. 
The 7th graders have recently finished a project in 
which they did a modern retelling of Cinderella. For 
this, they wrote, directed, and acted in short films. 
 We are in the midst of presenting our 
book reports. They have been reading novels 
independently, and now are sharing them with the 
class. 

                              -------- § -- ------

6th and 7th ELA (Ms. Anna)

6th ELA
 The 6th graders have been honing their 
persuasive techniques in writing with essays and a 
marketing sales pitch project. They have shown great 
confidence in presenting and expressing their ideas 

Pi Day at YA

March 14th was Pi Day, (π = 3.1415926…) YA 
students and teachers celebrated Pi Day by holding 
up a number of Pi and lining up as the order of the 
Pi number. Dr. Adam talked about some facts of Pi 
Day. Students also ate pizza pie and listened to some 
Pi Songs and music. 

                              -------- § -- ------

and products in front of their peers. Literature Circle 
choices for this past quarter have included Bat 6, 
Nothing But the Truth, and Lupita Manana. Their 
Week Without Walls trip to Hpa-An was a wonderful 
experience for them that allowed them to bond with 
each other and see how people in the other parts of 
Myanmar live. 

7th Grade Writing
 The 7th graders have finished off their 
persuasive writing unit with public service 
announcements pertaining to social causes important 
to them. I am proud of the amount of sensitivity and 
clarity used to address the serious issues addressed. 
We are continuing to learn about poetry techniques 
which will be showcased in a class open mic poetry 
café in the upcoming weeks.  
                              -------- § -- ------
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Secondary  School News!

Community Service Shwegongdaing Orphanage

The Shwegongdaing Orphanage

The One Heart Community Service team went to 
the Shwegongdaing Orphanage Sunday, March 11, 
2018. As this was our first visit with the children, we 
did not do any planned activities. Instead, the team 
spent the time getting to know children (ages 4 – 10).  

Upon arrival, everybody, including the kids, sat in a 
large circle and introduced themselves. We listened 
to each of the kids tell everyone his/her name and 
age, then split into groups. They were friendlier and 
more energetic than any one of us would have ever 
imagined. Once we told them to split into groups, 
the children chose one of the community service 

team members and surrounded them.  At first, it was 
awkward, but once the children got used to us, they 
opened up. Within the one hour we had left with 
them, they ran around the facility, chased our team 
members, and were screaming with joy like there 
was no tomorrow. There was one girl in particular, 
who was around 5 years old, had beautiful blue eyes 
and without the ability to hear. 

Despite this, she had the most fun out of all the 
children there. Their pool of energy was the deepest 
we have ever witnessed; it did not run out. After our 
time with them had ended, each and every person 
there was drenched in sweat and smiling. We spent a 
total of 1 hour and 30 minutes there, from 2:30 P.M. 
to 4 P.M.   We had a wonderful time with the lively 
children at the Shwegongdaing Orphanage.

                              -------- § -- ------

Middle School Math 

The 6th Grade is enjoying statistics right now; 
learning about collecting, organizing, displaying 
and analyzing data. They will conduct a simple 
survey project of students in our school in the next 
few weeks about some topic they are interested in. 
They will choose good data displays for each of their 
questions on their survey. 
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Elementary School News!

The 7th Grade Pre-Algebra continues to really 
push themselves to learn the challenging topics of 
Geometry. We are working on very complex surface 
area and volume and they are working on a project to 
redesign a package from the store to a more efficient 
box (low surface area compared to its volume). They 
will write a letter, in business letter format, to the 
company asking them to be more environmentally 
friendly with their packaging.  The pictures are of the 
7th grade working on some complex shapes. 

G1(M) News!!!
By: Ms. Mazen

It’s been a busy, yet fulfilling, second trimester for the 
first grade.  

100 Days of School

February 2, 2018 marked our 100th day for this 
school year.  We had loads of fun! Our students 
counted 100 candies, jellies, chocolates, rice, beans, 
and biscuits. They drew a community of their choice 
and decorated using 100 colorful cut plastic straws. 
The first graders also wrote 100 words and numbers. 
We made hats and had fun with our indoor games.
 
We ended our 100th day of school with our kids 
writing about “If I am 100 Years Old” and “If I will 
have $100”.  It was a delight to read all their writings.

The 8th Grade Algebra class continues to amaze me 
as they work through challenging Algebra. Right 
now, we’re working hard on systems of equations 
and systems of linear inequalities. We will finish the 
year studying Exponential Functions and Quadratic 
Functions. 
                              -------- § -- ------

Physics Update

AP students are working hard to get ready for the AP 
test in May.  We have been blowing through college 
level material.  Students in 11th grade physics have 
been moving along too and have had the opportunity 
to perform a few experiments with the low friction 
air track.
                                 -------- § -- ------

Union Day

Here’s our photo for Union Day wearing our National 
costumes.
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Elementary School News!

Valentine’s Day Celebration
During Valentine’s Day, first graders wrote a letter 
for their friends, teachers and parents. 

First Grade Writing
The first graders are all proud to have published their 
books. They worked hard writing their favorite book 
summary and writing their own storybook.

Fieldtrip to National Races
By: La Wun, May Wadi and Khin (G1-M)

We had a fieldtrip to National Races for our “Learning 
about the Past” topic in Social Studies. Below is their 
writing about the fieldtrip.

It was February 16, partly cloudy day, when our class 
went to a field trip. First, we lined-up going to the 
school bus. Inside the bus, we talked to our partner. 
Then, we played guessing game.

When we arrived, we explored the eight traditional 
houses and their traditional costumes. We saw 
Kachin, Kayah, Chin, Bamar, Mon, Kayin, Rakhine 
and Shan. We also climbed the mountain. Climbing 
mountains are so fun. Then, we fed deers, bunnies 
and fishes. Next, we ate our lunch. After lunch, half 
of our classmates went to Nan Myint Tower with Ms. 
Mazen while some of us rest with Ms. Hsu. We also 
went to the museum and the market. Last, we play in 
the playground, and we go back to school.

It was an enjoyable and a great fieldtrip.

Our Favorite Part in our Fieldtrip

Going to Nan Myint tower was my favorite part, 
because I can see a very nice view. I can even see my 
classmates at the bottom. We go for a lot of steps, but 
it was fun. I also like going to the museum, seeing old 
stuff from the traditional houses– Khaung Khaung

Climbing up the mountain is so cool. – La Wun

I am the only girl who went to the tower. The tower 
is so tall. Playing in the playground with my friends 
is also my favorite. – Janet

Going to the mountain is a little bit scary but fun. I 
love it. – Chan Chan

Eating lunch at the field was my favorite. I’m a little 
scared when I went to the mountain, but it was fun. 
– Kevin
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Elementary School News!

Playing in the playground is very fun and my friends 
are all good in the fieldtrip like me. – Lin Bo

I like going to the different traditional houses. I also 
like going to the mountain, because, I love climbing. 
– Khin

When we go up to the tower, the stairs are so many 
but I enjoyed it. It was nice on top.  – Elmondra

From the top of the tower, I can see small people and 
small houses. I love climbing the mountains too. – 
Robin

Climbing the mountain with my friends is my 
favorite because it was fun. I’m not scared. – Angel

Exploring the traditional houses and going to 
the mountain were my favorite part. It was very 
educational. – May Wadi                  

1(S) Update

1S has been busy since December break! We published 
our first stories of the school year and went through 
the entire writing process to do so.  We focused on 
adding details to make our writing interesting for 
the reader and will continue to develop our skills in 

Fun in Math

During Math class, Grade 1(M) cooked Pancakes 
and Macaroni soup. We had fun discovering proper 
measurement cooking tools and enjoyed the food 
after. 

                              -------- § -- ------

the last trimester.  In math, we have become masters 
at addition and subtraction and are demonstrating 
our mastery on our timed tests. We even have some 
students who will move on to multiplication before 
the school year is finished! In February, we took a 
wonderful field trip to the National Races Village 
where we saw how the different ethnic groups in 
Myanmar live to coincide with our Social Studies 
unit about past, present and future.  We thought it 
was really cool to see how the homes and clothing are 



Page - 8

Elementary School News!

different (and similar!) amongst the various groups.  
We of course loved seeing the baby crocodiles and 
feeding the cute bunnies.    
We look forward to another great trimester full of 
lots of learning! 
                              -------- § -- ------

4(C) Update

Ms. Chris’s class had a fun reading project last 
month. They all read biographies of famous people 
and wrote essays about them. Then, they presented 
themselves to the other students as those famous 
people. Some really got into their parts as you can see 
from the photos.  It was an interesting way to learn 
about people who have made an impact on today’s 
world. Many of these books are in the library, so see 
if you can find a famous person to read about.  
                              -------- § -- ------

A lesson in Economics

4-J has been studying Myanmar history all year.  We 
have just completed studying Colonial Myanmar.  
The students have learned a great deal about 
Myanmar during the time that the British controlled 
the country.  In order to understand taxes and 
mortgages and interest rates under the British, the 
4-J students “became” mine workers, famers, tax 
collectors, money lenders and land owners.   They 

Grade Five Excursion

The two Grade Five 
classes joined together 
on February 2nd for a 
memorable field trip 
to visit the former 
homes of Bogyoke 
Aung San and U 
Thant. The students 
appreciated learning 
about the influence 
these two leaders had 
with the history of 
Myanmar as well as 
their impact on world 
peace.
    -------- § -- ------

received their pay for the month, and then the tax 
collector took her share, and then the money lenders 
and the land owners. 
The students discovered that the money they ended 
up with was a lot less than the money they started the 
month with.  Then the next month, some got hurt, 
or had family events which effected the amount of 
money they could earn.   By the end of the lesson, 
most of the money was in the hands of the tax 
collectors, money lenders and land owners.  The 
miners and farmers discussed how they would live 
on what, if anything, was left.

                              -------- § -- ------
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Elementary School News!

KG-J 

What Have We Have Been Up To?
We came back from our winter break and hit the 
ground running! 
As a class, we are all getting better and better at our 
reading and writing skills. It’s fun to get our ideas 
down on paper and then read back what we came up 
with. In Science, we are finishing up talking about 
the sky and space and now we are moving on to 
matter, and soon we will be in the Science lab for our 
first time conducting experiments. In Social Studies, 
we have been talking about jobs and careers. We all 
have some great ideas what we would like to be in the 
future. In Math we have been learning and practicing 
addition facts and soon we will tackle subtraction! 
Here are some pictures of us from our 100 day 
celebration, our sports day and Union day at school!
                              -------- § -- ------

Grade Five Excursion-B

The Grade Five students joined together for a second 
class trip visiting the historic Secretariat Building 
in Yangon as well as the U Thant and the Martyrs 
Mausoleum.

                              -------- § -- ------
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ECC School News!

Spotlight Student

Art Exhibition 

The beautiful artwork of Lone Lone from Ms. 
Jacquie’s fourth grade class was displayed at People’s 
Park in January.  Her paintings were created using 
different mediums- from pastels to water colors to 
acrylics.  Lone Lone showed her artistic abilities 
using different paint types and subjects such as still 
life, animals, birds and people.  Additionally, two 
of her paintings were traditional Burmese subjects. 
Yangon Academy is so proud of Lone Lone and her 
beautiful artwork! 
                             -------- § -- ------

The Elementary Student Council continues to 
create projects that benefit the school. With money 
made from the sale of Valentine Friendship Jars, the 
Student Council bought recess equipment. There 
is equipment appropriate for primary and upper 
elementary grades. It was put into boxes on two floors 
so students may get things to play with on their way 
to recess. As long as students are being responsible 
with the equipment, Student Council will continue 
to add to the boxes. Have fun at recess! 

Another project of the Student Council is to collect 
plastic bags and chip bags to donate to an organization 
called ChuChu’s. ChuChu recycles the plastic bags 
by melting them and fusing them together into 
interesting designs. Then, they make shopping bags, 
wallets, water cooler covers and many other useful 
items out of this colorful material. They also upcycle 
the chip bags by cutting them into strips and weaving 
them into matts and baskets. It’s a great way to keep 
plastic bags and chip bags out of the street where 
many of them end up. It’s also a good lesson for our 
students to start learning how they can help create a 
cleaner environment. Please donate your plastic bags 
and chip bags. No hard plastics please.  
                              -------- § -- ------

Elementary Student Council
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Yangon Academy 
Early Childhood Center

YA ECC 3rd Newsletter

How quickly time is flying!! It is amazing to see how 
nicely our pre-school children have settled into their 
new campus and their daily routines. They have 
become very confident and have developed so many 
skills.

There have been many things to celebrate this 
quarter and I acknowledge the commitment of all the 
members of the Yangon Academy Early Childhood 
Center’s Family that have ‘made it happen'.

Santa Claus also came to visit our campus to hand 
out some gifts to all the boys and girls

December Program

The Annual December Program was held on Friday, 
8 December 2017. The event took on a new format 
and as always it was very entertaining to see our little 
students performing various items on stage. Their 
parents and teachers were immensely proud. 
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Activities and Fieldtrips

As always our ECC is a hive of activity with the 
children experiencing what they learn in the 
classroom with ‘real world’ fieldtrips. There has been 
visits to Silvery Pearl Dairy Farm, the Fire Station 
and People’s Park

Annual Sports Day

On 26 January, our Sports Day was a great success, 
were all our children got to don their trainers and 
run their races. This year the KG-students joined the 
ECC. The children all took part in Pick-up-ball and 
Obstacle races.
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Monthly Assemblies are GREAT fun!!

During our Monthly Special Assemblies, we chose 
a special theme, our children perform a class songs 
and then we awarded “Star of the Month”- awards 
to students from each class. We also wish a happy 
birthday to all the children and staff who had their 
birthdays during that month.

                              -------- § -- ------

 “Together may we give 
our children the roots to 
grow and wings to fly”

Photos News

International Day Photo-1

International Day Photo-2

International Day Photo-1
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Poetry Slam[2018] Photo-2

Poetry Slam[2018] Photo-3

Poetry Slam[2018] Photo-4

Union Day of Myanmar Photo-1

Photo News!

Week Without Walls (2018) Photo-1 

Week Without Walls (2018) Photo-2

Week Without Walls (2018) Photo-3

Poetry Slam[2018] Photo-1
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YA Sport Photo-1

YA Sport Photo-2

Union Day of Myanmar Photo-2 Thingyan Program[2018] Photo-1

Thingyan Program[2018] Photo-3

Union Day of Myanmar Photo-3 Thingyan Program[2018] Photo-2

Thingyan Program[2018] Photo-4

Photo News!


