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THE PRINCIPAL'S PRESS
Updates for the parents of Yangon Academy International Elementary School

PARENT-TEACHER
PARTNERSHIP
By Rene MacQuillin

The school and parents provide a vital support
system to help students flourish. Both groups
are equally important. When parents and
teachers communicate and work together
effectively, it can significantly impact each
student’s long-term success.
One of the most important communication
tools is to meet with your child's teacher
during Parent-Teacher-Conferences (PTC).

SCHOOL PROMOTING FAMILY INVOLVEMENT
It is important for us as a school to Promote Family
Involvement and we have established the following to make
parents feel more comfortable and get more involved in their
children's education.
Reduce distrust and cultural barriers
Most often the first contact a parent has with their child's
school is negative, we want to break this cycle and therefor
invite parents to make this first contact a positive one through
our Open House Day.
Address language barriers
Reaching our families whose first language is not English is
always a challenge, but we thank our wonderful Assistant
Teachers and Support Staff for translating materials. Please
feel free to reach out and ask if you need a translated
summary of any newsletter or information sent out in English.
Evaluate parents' needs
We send out surveys to find out our parent concerns and
opinions about school and use them to inform decisions.
Establish home-school communication
Grade specific parent Viber groups with a parent liaison on
each Grade group.
Use technology to link parents to the classroom
Our most effective ways to improve communication between
families and teachers are using a number of new
technologies, such as Seesaw Family, PlusPortal, Email and
Viber to communicate with families and students after school
hours, and especially now during our DLP.
Make school visits easier
Unfortunately in these difficult times we can’t meet face-toface, but we are happy to meet via Zoom.

PARENTS PROMOTING SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT

We found that communication is hard when parents do not feel comfortable in the
school or talking to teachers. Some parents might have had a bad experience in
school when they were children. Other parents have not felt welcomed by the
school or teacher. Fortunately, there are things you can do to help overcome these
barriers.

Here are examples of how some parents
have become more comfortable and
confident.
COMMUNICATE FROM INSIDE THE SCHOOL
(Not possible during Covid time)
Chat with the teacher during pick up and drop
off
Join in an activity or program for parents at
the school
Talk to other people who spend time in the
school
Spend time watching your child in the school
(ASA)
COMMUNICATE FROM OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL
Have other family or friends visit the school
Talk on the phone with the teacher
Write a little note
COMMUNICATE EVEN WHEN THERE ARE
DIFFERENT LANGUAGE
Spend time in the school
Find someone who speaks your language
CHOOSE THE RIGHT WAY FOR YOU
In addition to attending parent-teacher
conferences, parents can visit the school, chat
after school or by phone, or ask another person to
pass along information.
There are many different ways for parents to
communicate with teachers about children's
learning. It's important to find the way that's right
for you.

The role of teachers and
schools in communication.
To do their job better, teachers need
to know about the child's life outside
of school.
Some teachers call parents at
home.
Some teachers also write notes
to parents, or send home
information about the child with
other family members.
We use Seesaw Family to send
direct messages and group
notices during DLP.
Finally, the teachers and school
provide translators and celebrate
the diverse cultural backgrounds
of children and their families.
Teachers and schools can do many
things to make communication with
families easier.
It's important to tell
your child's teacher
the ways of
communicating that
work best for you.

INVITATION

We will have our PTCs at the
start of Quarter 2.
Date: 27 & 28 October 2021
Time: 11am/12pm - 4pm
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See the Elementary School PTC
Letter dated 14 October 2021.

Happy
THANDINGYUT
We wish all our
Buddhist colleagues,
family and friends a
happy Thadingyut
festival and peace,
health and
prosperity to all
during these
challenging times.

