
 

Your child / our students start the school year all excited about all they will
learn, but as soon as they start to struggle or someone helps them solve the
problem, they start to doubt themselves and mentally shut down.
 
As parents and teachers, we will do just about anything we can to make sure
that our children/students don’t struggle. What we as parents and teachers do,
is to jump in and show them the way, offering steps to a solution to help save
our children/students from struggle.
 
It turns out we are making a terrible mistake. Instead we, as parents and
teachers, should help them understand to value the time of struggle and know
that they are on their way to being better, wiser and equipped with a stronger
brain. 

Getting answers right is OK, being stuck and finding them hard is fantastic.

Most people say: “You learn from your mistakes”. Research have found that
mistakes are helpful for brain growth and connectivity and if we are not
struggling, we are not learning.

We need to tell our children/students that struggle and mistakes are the best
times for our brains. We want our children/students to not give up
on problems when they find them hard - they must push through the 
struggle to the wonderful places on the other side. 

When your child says: “This is hard,” we should say, “That is fantastic, 
because that means your brain is developing, strengthening and growing”.

This is known as the Productive Struggle. The Productive struggle is 
helping your child develop strong habits of mind, such as perseverance
 and thinking flexibly, instead of simply seeking the correct solution.

Making
Mistakes

Mistake making is a necessary part of achieving
knowledge and understanding. As learners begin
to understand this, and start using successful
strategies, they’ll be able to deal more effectively
with these feelings of fear and discomfort and
work through them. 

Learners will be able to achieve success beyond
their current imagination.  
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At YAIS we want our students
to experience the 

'Learning Pit'!



7. Analyze root causes and sources. 
There are different kinds of mistakes. By allowing your child to make a
mistake, the teacher can quickly identify where the mistake lies and
can provide targeted individual support to help prevent the same
mistake. For this reason, we have Small Group Zoom Meetings.
 
8. Encourage independent mistake correction as a matter of
habit.
We give our students the opportunity to find and correct their
mistakes on their own and it has a positive impact on their motivation
to learn. 

9. Use technology that supports mistakes and personalized
mistake analysis. 
We use Educational software, such as RAZ to analyze everything the
student does and give them direct feedback on their answer. In turn,
the teacher also received analyses on the strengths and weaknesses
of the students.

6. Provide timely feedback so mistakes
can be responded to.

The earlier a problem is discovered the 
easier it is to fix it. In the ideal scenario, a
student will receive feedback on how close
they are in terms of correctness immediately 
after giving their solution, in the Online
Environment the teacher provide feedback
via Seesaw and even sent work back. We also
need parents to not join Zoom sessions and
give students answers during these sessions,
or fix the Seesaw student assignments, etc.

4.  Allow mistakes through the
learning atmosphere,
So, for our students to learn from their
mistakes, they must be allowed to
make them!

WHAT WE AS TEACHERS DO TO HELP OUR STUDENTS LEARN FROM THEIR
MISTAKES:

1.See mistakes as a source of understanding.
We don’t just correct a mistake, but we make sure
that students recognize and understand the
reason for the mistake. This way students arrive
at a deeper understanding and correct solution
method for the mistake.

Wrong is just wrong? No! Mistakes also gives the
teacher information about the individual student
and which incorrect ideas and knowledge stopped
the student from learning. Mistakes also show us if
the student understands the work, 
before we move onto the next topic.

2. Improve motivation and self-esteem by
responding to and overcoming mistakes.
We guide the student to find the solution. A
student who successfully fixes something incorrect 
experiences a personal success. 
 
3. Honor mistakes as guidance for the teacher. 

5. Allow a variety of mistakes.
Students should not only be allowed to
make mistakes, but they need to be able
to make them. Teachers ask many
different types of questions to help
understand what students know, verbal
questions during the F2F Zoom sessions,
quizzes, worksheets, etc.

If you want to help your child turn their
mistakes into a learning success in the best
possible way use some of these phrases
instead of finding the solution or answer for
them:

Parent Tip:


