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May 18, 2020 
Dear Students, 
 
This morning, instead of our Monday Poem, we share with you all an excerpt from President Obama’s 2020 
Commencement Speech, which was shared nationwide this weekend. Although it is intended for an 
American-student audience, it provides all of us with wise advice during this current crisis. 
 

1. Today is Monday, May 18 = Odd-Day Schedule: 15-School Days Remaining. 
 

                                                   ACADEMIC SCHEDULE (now posted daily) 

 

Odd Day  Even Day 

Period 1 9:00 – 10:00  Period 1 9:00 – 10:00 

Period 2 10:30 – 11:30  Period 2 10:30 – 11:30 

Lunch   Lunch  

Period 3 12:30 – 1:30  Period 3 12:30 – 1:30 

Period 4 2:00 – 3:00  Period 4 2:00 – 3:00 
 

2. To read the full President Obama Commencement transcript, please see the following link: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/16/us/obama-graduation-speech-transcript.html 

 
First, don’t be afraid. America’s gone through tough times before — slavery, civil war, famine, disease, the 
Great Depression and 9/11. And each time we came out stronger, usually because a new generation, young 
people like you, learned from past mistakes and figured out how to make things better. 
 
Second, do what you think is right. Doing what feels good, what’s convenient, what’s easy — that’s how 
little kids think. Unfortunately, a lot of so-called grown-ups, including some with fancy titles and important 
jobs, still think that way — which is why things are so screwed up. 
I hope that instead, you decide to ground yourself in values that last, like honesty, hard work, responsibility, 
fairness, generosity, respect for others. You won’t get it right every time, you’ll make mistakes like we all do. 
But if you listen to the truth that’s inside yourself, even when it’s hard, even when its inconvenient, people 
will notice. They’ll gravitate towards you. And you’ll be part of the solution instead of part of the problem. 
 
And finally, build a community. No one does big things by themselves. Right now, when people are scared, 
it’s easy to be cynical and say let me just look out for myself, or my family, or people who look or think or 
pray like me. But if we’re going to get through these difficult times; if we’re going to create a world where 
everybody has the opportunity to find a job and afford college; if we’re going to save the environment and 
defeat future pandemics, then we’re going to have to do it together. So be alive to one another’s struggles. 
Stand up for one another’s rights. Leave behind all the old ways of thinking that divide us — sexism, racial 
prejudice, status, greed — and set the world on a different path (President Barack Obama). 
 
 
Have a great day – complete all your course assignments and participate in all your online classes. 
 
Take Care, 
 
Mr. Mike Gordon 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/16/us/obama-graduation-speech-transcript.html

