
 
 

   
 

April 21, 2020 
 
Dear Parents of YAIS AP Students,  
 
I hope that this letter finds you healthy and safe. The purpose of this letter is to update you about 
information from The College Board about Advanced Placements Exams and request your help in 
ensuring that your children are familiar with some important information.  
 
As of Monday, April 20, 2020, The College Board has released the following information about 
the AP Exams in light of covid19 school closures. 

● For the 2019-20 exam administration only, students will take a 45-minute online exam at 
home. Most exams will have one or two free-response questions, and each question will 
be timed separately. Students will need to write and submit responses within the allotted 
time for each question. It is recommended that students type answers in a separate 
application and then copy and paste answer(s) into the response area. The paper option - 
handwriting answers - may be good for math and some science answers where drawing 
and special characters are required, and this is also a good option if a student’s 
handwriting is faster than typing. 

● Most students will be able to take these streamlined exams on any device they have access 
to, including a computer, tablet, or smartphone. Taking a photo of handwritten work will 
also be an option.  

● The exam questions are designed in ways that prevent cheating. The College Board will 
use a range of digital security tools and techniques, including plagiarism detection 
software, to protect the integrity of the exams. 

● The AP Exams will be open-note or open-book exams. Students are allowed to consult 
class notes or books to compose their answers. They are not permitted to communicate 
with other students as they complete their exams.  

● All AP students around the world will take AP Exams simultaneously. Unfortunately, this 
means that students in Myanmar will take their exams during the nighttime. The schedule 
for YAIS students is at the end of this letter.  

● Colleges support this solution and are committed to ensuring that AP students receive the 
credit they've worked this year to earn.  

● Finally, given these changes, The College Board has said that any student who wishes to 
cancel their exam may do so and will receive a full refund. To cancel an exam, all that is 
necessary is that a student does not log-in to take their exam. Refunds will be processed in 
June or July for all students who do not log-in to take an exam.  



 
 

   
 

 

Because of this unprecedented change to the AP exams this year, we need to ask for help from 
parents. If you could please help me by making sure your AP students are aware of the following 
information and taking the necessary steps, you will help ensure your child’s success on AP 
exams.  

1. Email is the primary way that The College Board will communicate with students. Please 
emphasize to your student the importance of checking their email on a daily basis for 
messages from The College Board. If students ignore these messages, they will miss 
necessary information, such as how to log-on to the website to take the exam.  

2. The College Board has scheduled all exams in early May. For students who have technical 
difficulties with the exams in May or who are experiencing severe illness, The College 
Board has planned makeup dates in early June. YAIS students should prepare to take their 
exams in May. The June makeup dates are only in case of an emergency. Because students 
will be taking exams at home during the nighttime, YAIS will need to rely on parents to 
emphasize the proper exam date with students and make sure students are awake and 
completing exams at the appropriate time in May. 

3. A practice AP Exam simulation will be available at the end of April or early May. It is 
important for students to pay careful attention to this simulation. This is to make sure that 
students understand the online procedures and how the test format will be set up.  

4. Please start planning with your student, where they will take the exam. Make sure that 
your student has a quiet, secluded space in the house. It is imperative that other family 
members know the exact day and time of the AP Exam so that students are not disturbed. 
Students must turn phones off or put them on silent mode when taking the exam so that 
they are not distracted by notifications.  

5. Because power outages and internet disruptions are common in Yangon, please ensure all 
devices are fully charged. Consider using a mobile hotspot to provide internet in case your 
Wi-Fi is disrupted for any reason.  

6. YAIS is very grateful for your support and assistance with your AP students.  We 
recognize how hard our AP students have worked to prepare for their exams and want to 
make sure they are provided with all the tools and information necessary to be successful.   

Please feel free to reach out to me or your student’s classroom teacher with any questions about 
this year’s AP Exams.  

Stay up to date with CollegeBoard AP Exam information here: 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-update 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-update


 
 

   
 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Aaron Mayo 
Yangon Academy International School 
College Counselor 
AP Coordinator 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  


