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 Hello again 
Yangon Academy 
community.  As we 
conclude a very 
productive Quarter 
3 for this school 
year, I have many 
items of interest 
to mention to you.  
The first major 
item relates to our 

Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC) visit on March 27-29th.  We will 
welcome Mr. Steve Messiah and Mr. Garth 
O’Donnell for three days of consultation and 
feedback. They will speak directly with various 
groups of our stakeholders (parents, students, 
teachers, staff, and administration) on many 
features of school life at YA and visit classrooms 
at both ES and Secondary.  We expect this 
visit and the resulting report to be very helpful 
as we continue to strive to make our school 
better.  The WASC governing committee will 
release the findings from their visit relating to 
our accreditation request sometime the second 
week of June. Such accreditation results will 
validate the quality of our YA programs, as well as 
to offer us ideas for future school improvement.  
We are quite proud of our achievements in the 
past three years, and quietly assume the most 
positive set of findings going forward with full 
initial accreditation.
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Mr. Adam- Computer Programming, Physics, 
AP Physics and Geometry

In Python computer programming the class 
just finished their versions of the classic game 
“Breakout.”   The included picture is a screenshot 
of Max’s (Ye Marn’s) program and code.  
Physics and AP Physics are currently focusing 
on rotational motion, understanding torque, 
moment of inertia and angular momentum.  In 
geometry class we are studying similarity and 
recently measured the height of a nearby tree 
by measuring its shadow.

                              -------- § -- ------   
Ms. Anna- Grade 6 & 7 ELA

GRADE 6
This quarter, the sixth-graders have been 
exploring folktales from around the world and 
analyzing universal themes that unite us as 
global citizens. They enjoyed rehearsing and 
performing Readers’ Theaters for Greek and 
Roman myths as well as fables. During their 
Week Without Walls excursion to Hpa-An, 
they had the unique opportunity to apply their 
knowledge of folktale elements to stories from 
their own culture. In the upcoming weeks, 

What else is there to report?  The sports teams 
continue to show great strength, participation, 
and results.  Thanks to our players and coaches 
our program has grown enormously in both 
quantity and quality.  We are in the process 
of announcing a Sports Camp for this coming 
summer for interested secondary students. Be 
watching for the details, coming soon.

The Honors Choir will participate in an all-
Yangon set of performances on March 22 and 
23rd.  We are happy to report that we have 
perhaps 30 students in ES and Secondary 
invited.  It really is an honor to be invited to join 
this exclusive group.

Model United Nations (MUN) for middle school 
students is just around the corner. Here students 
will find out first hand how the UN operates.  Last 
year we hosted the event. This year students 
will travel to YIS for another rich experience in 
diplomacy and politics.

College admissions acceptances are pouring in 
daily.  Some schools have set mid to late March 
for decisions. So far, we know of Miami U., 
U. of San Francisco, U. of Indiana, Purdue U, 
and many others offering our students places. 
Later next week we give you a full update via 
Facebook on this year’s class results. We are 
very proud of the individual initiative, hard work, 
and culminating successes of our Senior class 
and those 2017-18 graduates who opted for a 
gap year this time last year.

This newsletter will offer many more examples 
of the demanding, dynamic, and exciting 
experiences of school life at YA.  I hope 
you enjoy a similar sense of happiness and 
accomplishment as do our students.

Ad Astra! To the Stars!

Best.   

Mr. David Miller
Director/ Secondary Principal

                              -------- § -- ------ 
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students will be collaborating on their very 
own anthology of Myanmar folktales from this 
experience in the form of a children’s book.  
The students have also finished an expository 
project in the form of a tutorial on an activity for 
which they are passionate. Stay tuned for what 
is to come!

GRADE 7

The seventh-graders have just completed a 
unit on Literary Heritage where they explored 
world folktales and Greek and Roman myths. 
They enjoyed learning about the Greek and 
Roman gods and goddesses and their powers 
and domains. They are now skilled at identifying 
the Six Purposes of Mythology and have even 
created their own myths incorporating these 
purposes. We also studied folktales from  
around the world and discussed motifs that 
are found throughout different cultures such 
as metamorphosis, immortality and societal 
taboos. Also, as we continue to study Lowis 
Lowry’s novel, The Giver, students received a 
special visit from the community’s chief elder 
during their Ceremony of Twelve where they 
received their job assignments. Fortunately, 
they were granted the opportunity to apply for 
a new position and offer support as to why they 
deserved a different posting. Keep up the hard 
work, Grade 7!

                              -------- § -- ------   

Mr. Dave Ballantyne- 8th Grade Social Studies

Grade 8 social studies students finished their unit 
on India by examining the life and achievements 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Students chose one of 
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the central figures in the struggle for Indian 
independence to feature in a biographical 
poem. There were many excellent submissions 
for this project. 

                              -------- § -- ------   

Community Service Group- Ms. Sylvia & Mr. 
D. Rowland

Our community service group continued to visit 
the Chan Mya Waddi Nunnery in Pearl Myo Thit 
Mingaladone to share stories and exchange 
experiences. In addition, we helped the kids 
cope with their lives and help them think 
about their future. We also talked about safety 
and health in Myanmar and how to best live 
our lives. Some of us like our past president, 
Jun Ho, taught the kids K-pop dances while 
other students helped the kids enjoy different 
activities. Unlike the nunnery, we went to the 
orphanage to help them socially more so than 
educationally.
Also, we have been fundraising for individuals 
that need medical help from Yangon Hospital. 
However, we have not decided to visit anyone 
so far. For the fundraising projects we sold food 
such as noodles and sushi during break and 
lunch at school. We made over 350,000 Kyats 
from fundraising and donations.  The proceeds 
were donated to the hospital.
Article by May Phoo and Khant Wai Yan

                              -------- § -- ------   

Mr. Michael Fluge- Environmental Club

The Environmental Club is a student lead 
organization from Yangon Academy. The sole 
purpose of this club is to protect the environment 
and encourage people around to do the same. 
The Environmental Club works together to 
place recycling trash cans, grow plants around 
school and meet every Friday to discuss future 
plans for the club. Environmental Club provides 
the earth with a change that creates a better 
environment for the world around us.

                              -------- § -- ------   

Global Leadership & Careers Workshop

On Saturday, January 26, several Yangon 
Academy students participated in a Global 
Leadership & Careers workshop at the 
Rosewood Hotel in Yangon. Students had 
the chance to meet successful hospitality, 
marketing and business leaders who shared 
their experience and expertise through lectures 
and interactive exercises. Our students also 
had the opportunity to test their hospitality & 
business management skills and gain important 
insight into the experience Industry. The Yangon 
Academy students who participated in this event 
were: Choi Yuna, Claire Myo, Daniel Lee Song 
You, Dora Tun, Ei Kay Zin, Ikkyu Moe, May 
Khin, Patrick Lee, Pwint ShweYi Oo, Pyait Myat, 
Thwin Thet, Yu Myat Thwe and Zin Oo. Two 
Yangon Academy students took home prizes for 
their enthusiasm and leadership; Patrick taking 
home a branded compendium and organizer for 
his studies and Ei Kay Zin winning the top prize 
of a one-night stay with breakfast for two people 
at The Strand Hotel. 
                              -------- § -- ------  
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Ms. Man Yee
Grade 10 students applied the quadratic 
functions into real-life situations. They took 
some pictures of parabola-like curves and tried 
to model them with quadratic functions.

                              -------- § -- ------

Mr. Rowland- AP Psychology, AP World 
History and 10th Grade Social Studies

Greetings from students in Mr. Rowlands AP 
Psychology, AP World History & 10th grade 
Social Studies classes!
The photos represent SLO posters from each 
Yangon Academy high-school homeroom.  They 
are on display in the high-school lobby,  and 
will be judged by homeroom teachers—winner 
receiving all-you-can-eat pizza for lunch! 
Much has happened since our last newsletter, 
and most of it has been pretty good stuff.  In 
Mr. Rowland’s three AP classes, about 25 
students are preparing in earnest for either the 
AP Psychology or AP World History end-of-year 
test in May.  Admittedly, Week-Without-Walls 
put that preparation on hold for a few days, but 
both classes are back on track and finishing the 
last few units at breakneck pace.
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For 10th grade Social Studies, we have been 
studying the independence and nationalist 
movements in Latin America, and, particularly, 
how that spilled over the U.S. border and into 
U.S. history—the Alamo!
Both 10A & 10B classes made replicas of the 
famous fort in San Antonio, Texas; and they are 
on display in Bldg. 1, 3rd floor.  Interestingly, we 
were able to hire the YA security guards, who 
knew where to dig for the best clay in Myanmar, 
to provide the median.  Support the local 
economy!
Mr. Rowland & students 

                              -------- § -- ------

Ms. Sylvia- Student Council

On Saturday January 26th, 2019, the Student 
Council of Yangon Academy collaborated with 
ISM (International School of Myanmar) and 
ISY (International School of Yangon) at Park 
Royal Hotel to host a charity talent which gave 
students the opportunity to show off their talents 
to a wider audience.  The profit from the event 
was donated.  (Details about the donation have 
not yet been provided). It was an unforgettable 
evening and “yours truly” was one of the judges.
Nyan Toe Aung @ Kenneth, Student Council 
President

                              -------- § -- ------
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Math Counts Competition 

Yangon Academy hosted the 1st annual Chapter 
Round level of the Math Counts competition. 
This was the second level of the Math Counts 
competition; the school round was held at ISY 
one month ago. The students who proceeded to 
the Chapter Round were: Kaung Htet  Lynn  @ 
Tut Tut,  Ei Thandar    @ Alice,  Phone Naing 
Kha,  Ye Thway Aung  ,  Min Hein Htut    @ 
Steven, and Thoun Thant Nandi   @ Thoun 
Thoun.  All participants worked very hard at 
preparing for the competition. Tut Tut placed 
third overall out of over 20 participants from two 
other schools and Thoun Thoun placed fourth 
overall. Congratulations to all participants! 

                              -------- § -- ------

Ms. Susan- Middle School Math

The 6th graders are finishing a project on data. 
They collected data about a topic of interest, 
then they organized it, displayed it and will 
analyze this data. Their population of Yangon 
Academy Secondary school and they sampled 
15% of the population. They are also starting 
geometry and are enjoying drawing and labeling 
geometric images (as shown in the pictures).  I 
enjoy how excited they are about projects and 
hands-on learning. 
The 7th grade are also hard at work with 
2- and 3-dimensional geometry, finding the 
areas of complex shapes and finding volume 
and surface are of complex shapes. I’m really 
enjoying seeing their growth as they integrate 
algebra into their geometry work. 
The 8th graders just finished a challenging 
project on parallel and perpendicular lines in 
the world. They took pictures of real-life objects 
and searched for images online. They then 
proved if lines in the images were parallel or 
perpendicular. Their google slide shows were 
impressive as they not only showed their 
enthusiasm for the topic, but showed, their deep 
knowledge of slopes and equations. This is an 
amazing group of 8th graders. 

                              -------- § -- ------
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Mr. Tom Thayer- Grade 8 & 10 ELA

Grade 8

We had a wonderful time on Week Without 
Walls in Inle and Kalaw. In addition to having 
fun while experiencing the local culture and 
environment, we learned a lot. In writing class, 
we have been working very hard on writing 
narratives. In English, we have finished reading 
(and performing parts of) “The Diary of Anne 
Frank” play.  

Grade 10
We have just finished reading William 
Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar.” Class time 
has produced many interesting and profound 
conversations, which the students have almost 
entirely led on their own. Their ability to analyze 
and make modern connections from this 
Elizabethan era play is remarkable. We are 
currently producing creative projects connected 
to “Julius Caesar.”

                              -------- § -- ------

Ms. Shea- Grade 5

We’ve been busy in fifth grade! Fifth graders 
completed their first group research project, 
where they were asked to present on an 
important Renaissance figure. From PowerPoint 
presentations, to game boards to posters- the 
students produced some phenomenal work! 
We’ve also taken several field trips over the last 
few months. First, we visited various houses of 
worship in the city, then a trip to the Secretariat 
building, U Nu’s house and finally, U Thant’s 
house. The students enjoyed learning about 
the religions of the world and the history of the 
country.  In reading, we read and studied the 
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novel Number the Stars by Lois Lowry, one that 
all students really enjoyed.  After reading, the 
students wrote their first literary essay, where 
they focused on story elements such as theme 
and character.  We have just begun our non-
fiction unit and will end the school year with 
poetry. 
                              -------- § -- ------

Ms. Chris- 4th Grade

4c enjoyed learning how to make and eat 
S’mores. We roasted a marshmallow over a 
candle, then placed it between two cookies with 
a piece of chocolate in between. The chocolate 
melts and you have a delicious dessert!

Our library is looking great these days with many 
new attractive displays of interesting books to 
check out. 4-C enjoys reading their choices 
each week!
                              -------- § -- ------
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Ms. Vanilla- Grade 1

Experiential Learning Activities 
Students comprehensively learned and applied 
‘Needs and Wants’ activities during social 
studies. They identified things that people need 
and want such as shelter, food, clothing, etc. In 

connection to this activity, students creatively 
completed a ‘piggy bank’ project where they 
were taught how to save and value money. They 
role played how to make decisions and choices 
for their needs and wants.  Additionally, we 
went to Zoological Garden on February 7. This 
field trip coincided our science lesson ‘Animals 
Offspring and Their Parents’. Here, students 
made observations to conduct an evidence-
based account that young animals are like, but 
not exactly like, their parents. They took notes 
on their observations and answered some 
guided questions. 1J students successfully 
accomplished their academic tasks integrating 
theories and applications with these learning 
processes. Congratulations kids! 

                              -------- § -- ------

Ms. Mindi- Grade 1

Students in 1M are learning about the economy!  
We started out by discovering the differences 
between wants and needs. Then, we learned 
about producers, consumers, buyers and 
sellers. The children began to see that every 
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time they went to a store and bought something 
that they were consumers. They learned that 
consumers are often called buyers, customers, 
patrons, shoppers or guests. Students learned 
about producers and watched movies about the 
production of paper and crayons. We read a 
book called, “Mr. Cookie Baker”, which helped 
the children learn about intermediate goods 
(things that get used up like flour, sugar and 
eggs) and capital resources (things that can 
be used over and over again like the oven, 
mixing bowls and spoons). The next day the 
class became producers! They helped to make 
playdough for our classroom. They poured, 
mixed and squeezed the ingredients to make 
colorful playdough. Later in the month, our 
class visited Parami Pizza, where they were 
both producers and consumers by making and 
eating their own pizza!  

                              -------- § -- ------

Ms. Joni- Kindergarten

We are following our Yangon Academy SLOs 
and becoming collaborative team players. 

                              -------- § -- ------

Ms. Priyanka- Kindergarten

“For many children, practicing the ability to 
recognize the sounds in words can make a big 
difference in how fast they learn to read.”

In ELA, children are independently writing about 
anything by following the rule of writing what 
we hear! Our students have progressed well 
and have moved to reading levelled books. In 
math, we have started addition and subtraction 
word problems. In science, the students are 
so excited to learn about the classification of 
animals and conserving our natural resources.
We had a successful Sports Day where students 
enthusiastically participated and enjoyed to the 
fullest! 

                              -------- § -- ------
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YA Fan Day

Students from grades KG-5 attended the 
first home basketball game at the secondary 
campus. They had a great time cheering on our 
U19 teams as they dominated during their first 
game. For most of elementary students who 
attended, this was their first time sitting in the 
bleachers at the secondary campus! We hope 
to have another Fan Day in the future for the 
students to enjoy. 

                              -------- § -- ------

The elementary playground is coming along 
nicely and will be ready for students very soon. 
Thanks to Ms. Rene and a few members of 
our maintenance staff, students can now enjoy 
some movement exercises in the parking lot!

                              -------- § -- ------

Cross Country Star

Aung Myint Myat Win (grade 3) came in third 
place for the U9 boys during a cross country 
meet on January 26 at Dulwich College. 

                              -------- § -- ------
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Student Council

The Elementary Student Council recently 
presented a Valentine’s Day gift to the security 
and maintenance staff. Each member received 
20,000 kyat and notes of praise for the work 
they do. The Student Council did the same 
for the housekeeping staff at Christmas. We 
appreciate the efforts of our staff members and 
we wanted them to know that! 

                              -------- § -- ------

Super Pre-Nursery Learners! P.E moment

P.E moment

As the year of 2018 passed by, the little ones 
became grown up and started to learn more 
about the school and environment as they 
develop each day. The kids had fun on our field 
trip to zoo- they learned a lot about the animals.

Pre-Nursery students have been learning 
through their favorite things at school, such 
as playing outdoor games, swimming, doing 
physical exercise in PE, painting imaginative 
art in class every Thursday, dancing & music 
time and so on. The kids have already started 
to learn how to trace along lines and shapes in 
March. This is a major skill in learning how to 
write. The little ones did well on their tracing.

The student’s favorite time is swimming time!

They always have fun at school by doing their 
daily activities. They enjoy listening to stories 
after lunch. Every Friday is like heaven for them 
because they go swimming near the PE court.



15

Yangon Academy 
Early Childhood Center

Ms. Mae May- Pre- KG

Seven months of school have flown by! I love 
seeing all the smiling faces coming into school 
each morning ready to start a new day.  We 
have had a wonderful time together this year.  
Thank you for all your support.

                               -------- § -- ------

Pre-Nursery learners visited the playhouse

 At last, on coming days there will be more field 
trips for the kids after Thingyan festival holiday. 
For now, the weather is quite hot for them to go 
and visit different places.

However, the kids never stop learning by 
playing as usual.
 
                              -------- § -- ------
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Photo
News
Yangon Academy Sports Day(2019)
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Sports Day Elementary School

                             -------- § -- ------
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Coffee Talks Elementary School

                             -------- § -- ------                             -------- § -- ------
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Child Protection Meeting ECC Heart Day Assembly

                             -------- § -- ------                              -------- § -- ------
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Presentation by the University of 
Johannesburg and iDream Lab

Sports Day Awards - Secondary School

                             -------- § -- ------                              -------- § -- ------
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YA Film Festival Elementary School Assembly

                             -------- § -- ------                              -------- § -- ------


