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 Recently, Htet Oo 
Hlaing, aka. H2O (Water), was 
elected as president of STUCO. We 
have an exclusive interview with the 
man himself.  

Q: Mr. President, what is your 
greatest challenge in leading Stu-
dent Council?

 The greatest challenge, as a 
senior trying to lead student council, I 
think, is I’m old. In the sense that I am 
trying to lead students five or six years 
younger than me, and it is a challenge 
to look at things from their perspec-
tives too. Like when you are planning 
something, you wouldn’t want to come 
off as too “lame” or excessively “pro-
fessional”. But at the same time you 
don’t want to make crazy irrational 
plans that you know will never work.

Q: In what ways have you improved 
Student Council from last year?

Well, my first objective as president 
was for the student council to be-
come as organized as possible, in 
terms of how we run meetings and 
carry out activities. We decided we 
are going to loosely base our meet-
ings on Robert’s Rules of Order, 
which is a fair and efficient standard 
for executing meetings. We make our 
meeting minutes public after every 
meeting and believe it or not—we fi-
nally have a neat place where we can 
post student council-related notices.

 We will try to improve and 
maintain that same level of transpar-
ency and organization throughout 
the year. We are slaving away figur-
ing out the best ways we can bene-
fit the Yangon Academy community 
for many years to come. We are very 
proud of the work we have done so 
far, and confident about what we 
shall achieve by the end of the year.

Q: Describe the qualities that you 
believe a good President requires.
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 Merry Christmas to everyone and Happy New Year! Haha, that’s a bit too early to celebrate, so don’t get all 
excited because finals are coming up. Since December is the time where all of high-schoolers stress out about finals, we 
devoted this issue to humor so we can take a little break and laugh a lot during a pressured month like this. After all it’s 
the second quarter where we try our best to make up our first quarter grade. With several things going on such as Literary 
Festival, Donald Trump winning, Instrumental Recital, and tests, we are all eagerly anticipating the wonderful winter 
break to come... Yipee! As your honorable editor, I suggest you check out both of our new columns and columnists this 
season! We just started our very first advice column where we accept anonymous letters and give out wise advice. We are 
also planning many newer things to present in the next issue, like photo competitions so please look forward! As always, 
we hope you enjoy our newspaper during the break and wish you all the best on fear-inducing f-f-f-finals!

 A few months ago, we sur-
veyed all the high school students 
during silent reading period. On the 
first day, we asked them to rate from 
1 to 10 the homework amount level 
of the classes they were taking. We 

apologize for the subjects we did not 
include in the chart as the data was in-
sufficient to calculate the average rat-
ing. We combined the survey of Eco-
nomics and Statistics and calculated 
the data along with Social Studies as 
one subject. We also asked for hours 
spent on sleeping, doing homework, 
and enjoying social media. Here are 
the results that we calculated for our 

readers to see the 
average homework 
amount level of 
each subjects and 
the average hours 
of each activity. The 
purpose for this sur-
vey was to let the 
students and teach-
ers acknowledge 

what they need to work on. You can 
use our statistics provided here to re-
flect which subjects you need devote 
more time to and consider if you’re 
spending too much time on the social 
media or other types of entertainment 
such as watching TV, playing games, 
or hanging out with friends. Time 
management and prioritizing is a 
skill we all need to work on. As with 
all surveys, figures can be skewed or 
inaccurate.

HIGH SCHOOL HISTRIONICS
SNOW
School | Internet 

Nov. 30  
Literary Festival Elementary Awards Assemblies on the YA 
Court

Dec. 1st
Instrumental Recital
    
Dec. 9th   
Yangon Academy Early Childhood Center December Pro-
gram on the YA Court

Dec. 14th - 15th    
High School 1st Semester Exams

Dec. 16th    
Yangon Academy December Program (Grades Kg- 5th) at 
the Saya San Plaza
NOTE THE NEW DATE! (early dismissal for Kg - 5th)

Dec. 20th     
Early Dismissal at 11:30

WHAT’S ON AT YANGON ACADEMY
Dec 21st     
SCHOOL CLOSED 

Jan. 4th 
Myanmar Independence Day

Jan 9th    
SCHOOL  REOPENS FOR THE 2ND SEMESTER  

Jan. 20th  
Sports Day

Feb. 6-10th
The Week Without Walls:   . 
6th graders: HpaAn and Saddan Cave for 3 days and 2 
nights 
7th graders: Pyay - Ahkalk Taung - Srikshetta (Ancient 
City), for 3 days and 2 nights. 
8th graders: Kalaw - Pinyada - Inle for 4 days and 3 nights. 
9th and 10th graders: Chiangmai in Thailand for 4 days 
and 3 nights. 
11th and 12th graders: Siem Reap in Cambodia for 5 days 
and 4 nights.
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 It is no exaggeration when 
I reveal to you that the YA Second-
ary Student Council had been long 
preparing and brewing up fun for 
the success of the very first Hallow-
een Carnival at our school. So it was 
naturally jaw-dropping for us when 
we witnessed the turnout of over 160 
people purchasing 1,800 booth tokens 
in total. Speaking of booths, they all 
strictly stood for fundraising purpos-
es—whether it’s for student council, 
community service groups, the school 
band, the Art Club, the Scuba Diving 
Club, or classroom uses. 
Needless to say, all the booths were 
creatively executed—activities rang-
ing from carving pumpkins – all cre-
ative; painting faces, to chucking wet 
sponges at people and fortune telling. 
Food and drinks were plentiful as 
well—with the school band, Stand 
Alone, selling homemade “shots”, to 
fellow student council members sell-
ing brownies, sandwiches, icy drinks, 
and cups of candies with letters. As for 
custom-made merchandise, the One 
Heart Community Service Group sold 
colorful varieties of handmade acces-
sories (especially really cool chokers) 
and the 4th and 5th graders sold cute 
crafts and handmade artwork. I believe 
it is safe to say that every single one 
of our guests were kept entertained in 
different ways. The energetic vibes 

of Stand Alone’s music grabbed the 
audience’s attention, driving them to 
linger at our event for an even longer 
period of time. Most guests, including 
our secondary school principal, Mr. 
Miller, willingly threw other guests 
into the jail booth (for a reasonable 
amount of tokens, of course). Besides 
getting thrilled by the adrenaline rush, 
our guests also flowed to the compli-
mentary photo booth with amusing 
props consisting of memorable catch-
phrases and hashtags, gigantic photo 
frames, and quirky decorations. 
Overall, the event was a massive suc-
cess and the student council is insane-
ly grateful for the immense turnout 
fueled by the support of all our peers. 
With that, I would like to close with 
a brief thank-you note from the man 
himself, President Htet Oo Hlaing: 
“The Halloween Carnival was a re-

‘Twas a Boo-tiful Night Indeed
A recap of the new Yangon Academy Secondary Student Council’s first ever event, the Halloween carnival.

sounding success, but we couldn’t 
have done it without all of you! So 
we appreciate your gift of time, en-
ergy, and enthusiastic support. Most 
of the revenue will go to supporting 

charitable causes while the rest will 
be sued to better student clubs and ac-
tivities that make events like the Hal-
loween carnival possible in the first 
place. So once again, thank you. Till 
next time!”

 The diligent, dedicated 
committee of Community Service does 
not waste a single second. We began 
our first project by donating to the re-
nowned Wai Lu Kyaw Foundation 
which aids the poor victims who have 
suffered from natural disasters. 

 For the past two months, the 
committee created the flood drive posters 
to promote awareness among caring Yan-
gon Academy’s students. The team has 
truly accomplished their goal by contrib-
uting generous sacks of rice, dried food, 
clothing, and toiletries.

 It has been our greatest satisfac-
tion to be able to significantly help those 
who are in need of aid. Inspired, the com-
mittee commences the weekly program of 

visiting monasteries. Not only do we sup-
ply the impoverished children with food 
and materials but we also offer English, 
Art, games, and sport activities. The One 
Heart Community Service Team has been 
a success and shall continue to assist to 
those in need from the bottom of one’s 
heart. However, all of this would not be 
possible if it weren’t for the students of 
Yangon Academy. We are wholeheartedly 
grateful to the donors who have contrib-
uted immensely and our team looks for-
ward to helping out more in the future. 

One Heart:  
Helping others is what we do

JOHNATHAN
School | Unknown 

The One Heart Community Service Team has been a success and shall continue to 
assist to those in need from the bottom of one’s heart...

WHAT’S ON AT YANGON ACADEMY

Advice Column
I AM A VICTIM OF BEING FORCED TO TAKE AN AP CLASS I 
DIDN’T WANT TO DO. AS A RESULT, I AM LOSING SLEEP. WHAT 
IS YOUR STANCE ON THIS MATTER?

 If you take the AP class, 
even though you don’t want to take 
it, it will benefit you in some way, but 
would you want to lose the benefits 
that you will gain? The best things in 
life never come easy. Would you rath-
er give up from skipping an introduc-
tory course when you get to college, 
or would you rather work for the ben-
efits? 

 Not all AP classes mean 
that you have to take the exam at 
the end but you benefit from higher 
learning. It’s your choice, but we as 
the advisors believe that you have 
what it takes to become success-
ful. Because YA is a small school, 
it is not always possible to separate 
AP and non-AP classes in the same 
subject. Work hard and you may 
surprise yourself!
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 Halloween is over and 
what is next? Christmas, of course and 
yes, even in Myanmar it is a holiday 
that is celebrated by some. When you 
heard the word  “Christmas,” you will 
probably be imagining jolly, old Santa 
Claus who rides a big sleigh, pulled 
by reindeers and distributes presents 
secretly to children during mid- night. 
But then, there is clearly so much 
more than just Santa and reindeers so 
let me explain more about this grand 
festival. 

 Christmas is celebrated to 
commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ 
on December 25th. Families gather to 
enjoy the spirit of Christmas togeth-
er where they have Christmas dinner 
and sing seasonal carols. Mostly, chil-
dren receive their presents on Christ-
mas Eve (December 24th), under a 
decorated Christmas tree and on Box-

ing Day (December 26th) shopping 
malls are gaily decorat- ed and have 
dramatic price reductions where the 
shoppers rush to purchase door buster 
offers and deeply discounted items. 

There are also special symbols for 
Christmas which have their own 
significiance. The Christmas tree or 
evergreen fir tree represent fertili-
ty which gives hope that spring will 
return after winter. Santa Claus is 
developed from Saint Nicholas, the 
Christian bishop who rewarded good 
chil- dren. However, it is through the 
Coca-Cola’s Christmas advertise- 
ment that the image of smiling, old 
man with white beard in red suit is 

established and recognized all over 
the world. As for decora- tions, an-
gels play a huge role be- cause it is 
the angel who an- nounced the birth 
of Jesus to the shepherds where they 
and the Three Wise Men found their 
way to the stable where Joseph and 
Maria were watching over the new-
born baby Jesus. 

 In Myanmar, we celebrate 
Christmas, but mostly in Chrstian 
families. There are events like Count-
down where people wait for the mid-
night to strike and yell “Happy New 
Year”. Restaurants and bars host spe-
cial menus with fancy names and 
discounts for this month. Shopping 
malls and shops adorn decorations 
with snowflakes or jingling Christ-
mas bells at the counter. In a nutshell, 
Christmas is one of the most widely- 
celebrated occasion which brings 
globally diverse individuals to- geth-
er as one. Have a Happy Holiday Fes-
tival wherever you are. 

Ho Ho Ho... 
  A Very Merry Myanmar Winter Holiday

SAMANTHA 
School | Internet 

What kind of cake does Frosty the Snowman like? The kind with lots of frosting! (or was that icing? *wink*) 

“...THERE IS 
CLEARLY SO 

MUCH MORE THAN 
JUST SANTA AND 

REINDEERS...” 

A PLACE WHERE FUN BEGINS
CINDY
School | Cindy 

 Despite the never end-
ing crowds in this hot and sticky 
weather, it’s totally worth going to 
the Yay-Kyaw Thadingyunt festival. 
It’s a carnival for celebrating Thad-
ingyunt which people usually rejoice 
for about four or five days according 
to the Myanmar New Year calendar. 
For example, last year, the event took 
place on Yay Kyaw street from Octo-
ber 13th to the 17th. Tons of Burmese 
traditional foods and toys, enormous 
Ferris-wheels, games to play, sweets 
like fluffy cotton candy to eat, shops 
selling variety kinds of cosmetics, 
clothes, electronics appliances and 

many other things that are on sale can 
be found by the stands selling them 
during the carnival. After all, this car-
nival was a trending topic on Face-
book and on other social media. 

 Basically, there were plenty 
of stalls selling Burmese traditional 
foods such as Mote-Hinn-Khar, Mote-
Lin-Ma-Yar, Yay-Mote, fried prawns 
and calabashes, steamed sticky rice 
and much more. For fried calabash-
es, you needed to queue up in a long 
line to order. I also got some positive 
reviews from friends that 8 pieces of 
small fried calabashes cost approx-
imately 3000 kyats but people were 
still willing to wait and buy them. 
Don’t forget to check out those pink 
fluffy cotton candies that will melt in 
a while after you put it in your mouth. 

 Next, these color-
ful traditional clay pots and 
toys really stood out among 
the other toys. In the vari-
ous kinds of colors and pat-
terns they came, foreigners 
couldn’t help but buy them 
as mementos. Besides, these 
traditional toys are also 
known as one of Myanmar’s 
significant culture replicas. 
More people joined in the 
event as it got darker. Make 
sure to wear clothes and shoes that 
you are comfortable with (high-heels 
are a big NO for like this kind of 

event). Or else, you will be exhausted 
from this everlasting crowds moving 
in a slow pace. . . . . . .
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OH YEAH! YKKO!

 Rarely have I seen a 
restaurant with such great decora-
tions, a cordial welcome and quick 
food- preparation that is decent qual-
ity at an affordable price. Most nota-
bly, this venue has and survived for 
three decades! Located on Sayarsan 
Road, near Pearl Condominium and 
precisely speaking: Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon. YKKO, also known as 
Yankin Kyay-Ohh, is one of the top 
choices among restaurants and it is 
usually jam-packed.

 As I entered the restaurant, 
I noticed their unique style of taking 
orders from the customers, not by 
hand oh no, but by electronic tab-
lets. Then, I quickly requested for the 
menu and noticed that the restaurant 
had a huge variety of food choices as 
well as beverages. Most popular dish-
es are basically Kyay-Ohh of differ-
ent types—which can be served with 
noodles or vermicelli along with dif-

JOHN
Food | Internet 

ferent types of ingredients, sea-food, 
chicken or pork. Although simple, the 
food is mouth wateringly delicious. 
Fantastic desserts and beverages such 
as: ice-cream, yogurt, fresh season-
al fruit juices and hot drinks are also 
available, which are usually ordered 
after the main dish. When my order 
arrived, I was extremely surprised by 
the fast preparation time and I quickly 
gobbled it up. And then, I was asked to 
rate the restaurant from 1-5 among the 
categories: provide customer’s needs, 
courtesy& friendliness of staff, speed 
of service, portion & taste, cleanliness 
and decoration. The waiter claimed 
that they will seriously attempt to im-
prove the facilities of the restaurant 
based on these feedback forms.

 Overall, YKKO is a great 
choice at a reasonable price, due to its 
decorations, facilities, service, food 
quality and cleanliness—it’s not sur-
prising that they are able to maintain 
their name for nearly three decades. 
So, next time if you’re near Sayarsan 
Road, I personally suggest you to go 
try out YKKO because there has to be 
great reasons it has been around for so 
long.

NGAPALI
  DIARIES

MOE HAY
Personal | Moe Hay 

 Landing in Thandwe Air-
port feeling exhausted, I was not in 
the mood to celebrate  my first voy-
age to Ngapali Beach. In the blink of 
an eye, Hilton Ngapali Resort & Spa 
swept away all my negativity with a 
magic wand. Its gargantuan infinity 
pool, spectacular sea view, welcom-
ing staff, and overall luxurious atmo-
sphere completely fit my expectations 
of what Hilton Hotels should repre-
sent. After checking into my suite, 
I rode a Tuk Tuk with my family to 
have lunch at a local Rakhine restau-
rant called Golden Sea. We dined on 
boiled clams, roasted lobsters, tra-

ditional vegetable salad, traditional 
Rakhine fish soup, and white rice. 
It had reasonably priced dishes that 
yield the power to melt your taste 
buds with their authenticity and 
homeliness. Because it was pouring 
heavily, we had no choice but to ride 
back to our resort. After a well-de-
served siesta, we strolled to our re-
sort’s fine-dining restaurant to have 
dinner. Although my dad decided to 
take a break from seafood and order 
Thai food instead, I still managed to 
sneak in a request for poached lob-
ster. Despite their exquisite plating, I 
was disappointed to admit that none 
of these bland cuisines met my ex-
pectations. My family and I made a 
pact to head to Golden Sea Restau-
rant for the following nights. When 
we went back to our separate suites, 
I collapsed on the neatly arranged so-
fas and caught up on some unfinished 
business. Overall, it was a satisfacto-
ry first day.

 Do you know about Ir-
rawaddy dolphins from Ayeyarwaddy 
river? Irrawaddy dolphin (Orcabella 
brevirostris) weighs from 198-1440 
pounds and has a length of 5.9-9 feet 

long. It has bulging forehead, short 
snout, and dorsal fin which is about 
two-thirds on the back. It is also 
closely related to the killer whale 
and Australian snub fin dolphin.
 
 Sadly, these Irrawaddy dol-
phins are in danger of extinction as 
a result of the tourism and pollution. 
In fact, other disturbances include 
the entanglement in fishing net, dis-
torting the dolphin’s sound commu-
nication, and toxic wastes. To save 
these poor Irrawaddy dolphins, orga-
nizations such as WWF and TRAF-
FIC are now rising awareness about 
the dangers that these dolphins are 
facing and saving them before it is 
too late!  

SAVE OUR DOPHINS!

JOHN
Environment | Internet 

DAY TWO: MONDAY, OCTO-
BER 10, 2016

DAY ONE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 
9, 2016

CONTINUED IN PAGE 10



MORE  
IDIOMS...
(LIVE & LEARN)

SAMANTHA
Language Arts | Nill 

Jump on the bandwagon
Join a popular trend or activity

Since everyone is playing 
Pokémon Go, I might as well 
jump on the bandwagon and 
play as well.

Let the cat out of the bag
To share information that was 
previously concealed

We planned a surprise party for 
Dolly but Tony let the cat out of 
the bag, so the party is ruined.

SteaL Someone’S thunder
To take the credit for some-
thing someone else did

She did not announce the news 
because she did not want to 
steal the thunder when her 
friend was announcing her 
pregnant.

take with a grain of SaLt
To believe that something is 
not completely true or correct

I take his article with a grain 
of salt because it seemed to be 
written exaggeratedly to create 
a suspense.

every cLoud haS a SiLver 
Lining

To be optimistic, even in dif-
ficult times

The trip has been cancelled 
but every cloud has a silver 
lining—I am going to watch 
football match this Saturday.  

EACH LITTLE 
BIRD THAT SINGS

      From Deborah Wiles, author 
of award-winning novels, comes 
a whole new tear jerker, “Each 
Little Bird That Sings.” Don’t 
want to give too much away but 
10-year old Comfort Snowberg-
er’s family runs the funeral town 
funeral hall which means she 
has attended. 247 funerals! And 
even though Great-uncle Edisto 
keeled over with a heart attack 
and Great-great-aunt Florentine 
dropped dead--just like that--six 
months later, Comfort is used to 
whatever concerning with that, 
but when her Great- Great- Aunt 
Florentine dropped dead, all the 
troubles began.
 
 First of all, Comfort 
had to take care of her immature 
cousin Peach, who ruined ev-
ery family occasion. And while 
the Peachy trouble rise, her best 
friend, Declaration, suddenly 
turned mean. After Declaration 
caused havoc, Peach, Comfort, 

and their dog, Dismay, got 
stuck in a flood. Will Com-
fort join hands with Peach? Or 
will the ending turn out for a 
surprise? It is a gripping little 
story for 7 – 10 year olds and 
one of my favorite reads.  En-
joy this book at the library and 
find out what happens next... 

THOUN THOUN
Review | Internet 

 Have any of you been wondering about 
whether Disney is going to release another new, ex-
citing film? Well, for all those Disney fans out there, 
the agonizing wait has come to an end. The new 
CG-animated feature film “Moana” has been released 
on November 23 in the U.S. As being produced by the 
creators of Wreck-It-Ralph, Frozen, Big Hero 6 and 
Zootopia, we can be assured that we won’t be disap-
pointed. “Moana” follows the adventure of a teenager 
named Moana (voice of Auli’i Cravalho), who ven-
tures on a seafaring quest to fulfill her ancestors’ mis-
sion and save her family. On the way, she encounters 
a demigod known as Maui (voice of Dwayne John-
son) who accompanies her on the rest of her voyage. 
Many legendary creatures from ancient mythology 
are also said to make mind-blowing appearances all 
throughout the movie. On top of that, “Moana” also 
includes breathtaking sceneries as well as intriguing 
soundtracks by Opetaia Foa’i, Mark Mancina and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda. Are you still hungry for more? 
Visit movies.disney.com/moana to watch the trailer 
and many more fun clips. 

GRACE
Review | Internet 

DECEMBER COMES   
DISNEY’S MOANA

WITH

A/NOM
Review | Nill 

 Wanna watch a wild sci-fi movie? Then, 
you need Dr. Strange! The plot centers revolves around a 
wealthy neurosurgeon, Dr. Stephen Vincent Strange (Bene-
dict Cumberbatch), a surgeon who can no longer work with 
the most important tool of his trade, his hands, after a severe 
car accident. In order to get his hands recovered, he decided 
to go to Kamar-Taj, where he would encounter “the Ancient 
One”.
 
 One of the best aspects of this movie is the charac-
ter development. For example, Dr. Strange transforms from 
a smart, arrogant doctor to a powerful, weird wizard who 

will eventually save the world. Moreover, the mov-
ie’s visual effects are also stunningly mesmerizing. I 
am left in awe by the use of the dark magenta color 
which successfully portrays the characters’ magical 
actions as well as mind-blowing city-scape-bending 
sequences. Overall, the movie is great and it MAR-
VELLOUSLY introduced magic to the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe, along with this awesome character, 
Doctor Strange (the name is STRANGE, isn’t it?)

THE DRAMATIC 
DR. STRANGE
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 Here are the top five tracks 
for you to enjoy!

My Way- Calvin Harris

 One of the many reasons 
why I enjoy this tropical jam, besides 
its killer beat, is because Calvin Har-
ris sings his own vocals. The last time 
he did so was on his 2014 hit “Sum-
mer”. It was nice to have the old Cal-
vin back, especially after his breakup 
with Taylor Swift. Speaking of Swift, 
this song and its lyrics were reportedly 
about her being “two-faced”—which 
left him feeling “so far removed” and 
realizing that she was the “one thing 
in my [Calvin’s] way.” In short, this 
is the ultimate anthem for people who 
broke free from someone or some-
thing that held them back from being 
their absolute best.

Starving- Hailee Steinfeld & Grey 
ft. Zedd
 Because I played this on loop 
long before it became a hit, I believe 
this song highlights everything that 
comes with being infatuated with 
someone (or food, as the title itself is 
called “Starving”). Hailee Steinfeld 
herself sang, “Don’t need no but-
terflies when you give me the whole 
damn zoo”— which, by the way, is 
my favorite lyric from this song. Apart 
from the sultry lyrics, the instrumental 
beat drop by Grey and DJ Zedd didn’t 
fail to set the mood for this entire 
track either. It transitioned from soft 
acoustic guitar strumming to distort-
ed background vocals. Overall, this 
song is bound to captivate people who 
like their pop music and EDM hybrids 
with a touch of romantic vibes. 

Mercy- Shawn Mendes

 Every lyric of this powerful 

piano ballad was enough to touch 
your heart in a way that little to none 
of today’s songs could. “Show me an 
open door, and you go and slam it on 
me.” This ballad is about still wanting 
someone even when they lead you on 
one minute then neglect you the next. 
Even if they may not realize how much 
your yearning for them hurts you, you 
beg them to “please have mercy on 
me, take it easy on my heart.” If this 
ballad was a person, I’d definitely put 
a ring on it.  

Kill for You- Skylar Grey ft. Emi-
nem

 Before you lose your mind 
over Eminem’s comeback, know that 
there’s a story behind this song that’ll 
excite you as much as Slim Shady 
does. This is inspired by real-life 
couple Bonnie and Clyde, known for 
robbing banks and murdering people. 
Despite their toxic relationship, they 
were each other’s ride-or-die. Skylar 

TRACK FOR DAYS

spoke from Bonnie’s viewpoint when 
she sang, “You gon’ make me commit 
murder—baby, I’d kill for you.” Em-
inem responded with Clyde’s view-
point when he rapped, “You won’t 
be sorry you stayed, you always ride 
whatever the plan is, to the end, even 
if I led us into an ambush.” This dy-
namic track proved that being bad 
doesn’t seem to be bad at all, as long 
as you’re bad together.   

Something- gnash

 It’s no secret that gnash’s 
breakout summer anthem “i hate u 
i love u” broke the hearts of almost 
every listener, including yours truly. 
This chill track is “something” that 
might make up for that heartbreak. It 
was pleasant to see gnash merge his 
bad boy persona and his sweet side 
by singing “I’d love to be a something 
to you.” Hopefully, he does this more 
often so that his future music tugs our 
heartstrings instead of breaking them.

MOE HAY
MUSIC | Internet 
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IKKYU / GRADE 7

GRADE 8A

ANDY/THAW/DET / GRADE 8B Suzie/Emily / GRADE 8A

May Phyu/Thoun / GRADE 7

Art    his winter...

I would go off to university, prob-
ably in the United States, and find 
out what I want to do. Who knows, I 
might become a great cook one day.

Q: What is your philosophy in life?

 I don’t think I can sum up 
life in a short catchy quote like oth-
er people could. It’s not that sim-
ple, really. Maybe I will come up 
with one someday, after I’m done 
with high school and I get an ac-
tual life to philosophize about.

 Anyone with the ability 
to naturally communicate with any 
person. Compromise is key in being 
president as well. Someone who is 
flexible but at the same time consis-
tent although not too arrogant. And 
someone who is also prepared to do 
the right thing, even if it means taking 
a tough stand. And definitely some-
one who has more interesting answers 
to interview questions than I do.

Q: How do you think Student 
Council should serve the commu-
nity and be inclusive of everyone?

 There are a couple of ways 
we plan to serve the community 
this year. In fact, we have a com-
munity service committee, whose 
sole purpose is to… well, serve the 
community. Its objective is to bring 
the Yangon Academy community 
closer while benefiting the larger 
community in which we reside. We 
shall also collaborate with the One 
Heart Community Service Team.

 The committee’s first initia-
tive is to gather volunteers from older 
grades to provide academic assistance 

to those in need at the lower grades 
within the school. We believe that this 
program could create a positive im-
pact for our school. You can contact Su 
Latt, the chair of the community ser-
vice committee, for more information.

 Above all, I have made it the 
central theme of my campaign speech 
for president, that in achieving a more 
inclusive community, it is a necessity 
to give voice for robust discussion and 
constructive debate to the students as 
well as the staff and admin. So, it is 
also another priority for the student 
council to encourage engagement 
and participate in such endeavors.

Q: Why did you want to become 
president of Student Council?

 I ran for the job because… 
why not? Most of you asked me to, 
it was a challenge worth taking, and 
my opponent is a mundane chemical 
symbol. Water joke!  And most impor-
tantly, I want to make YA great again.

Q: What are your plans after you 
graduate?

 First, I would celebrate over 
my survival of high school. Then, 

For now, I’ll go with, 
“No water. No life.” 

Q: Apart from English, what is 
your favorite subject and why?

 Other than English, I would 
say, my favorite subject would be 
whichever subject I could men-
tion right now that could raise 
my semester grades. Actually, if 
you could create a separate news-
paper for every teacher in high 
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school, I would really appreciate it. 

To Ms. Jennie: I’m sure you already 
know English is my favorite subject. 
Just take a look at how much effort I 
put into getting this interview done.  
“Impressive, isn’t it?” (Camus 225). 
Now, read this in British — by the way, 
UK. Gotta be the greatest country.
Works Cited: Camus, Albert. The 
Stranger. Trans. Matthew Ward. New 
York: Random House, 1988. Print.

To Mr. Dan T: Who needs English 
when you can talk Calculus? I’ll do 
algebra, I’ll do trig, and I’ll even find 

derivatives (odd numbers only). But 
graphing is where I draw the line.

To Mr. Rowland: I pay so much at-
tention in Psychology I could literal-
ly feel my ganglion cells raging with 
hyper electrical impulses through my 
optic disc as they try to figure out 
what real life situation might I acci-
dentally happen to apply this scru-
pulously extravagant knowledge be-
stowed upon me.
By the way, writing this made me 
read the textbook chapters… twice. 
And another time to underline the key 
terms.

To Ms. Sylvia: Product License Reg-
istration Error - (0015.131). I paid 
so much attention at AutoCAD—I 
remember the error codes by-heart 
now.

To Mr. Than Daing: I’ve never been 
so healthy before. My heart rate is 
over the top. Blood pressure is so 
pumped. Cholesterol levels are im-
pressively fascinating. Way to go!

To Mr. Horne: At this point, I’ve real-
ized the disproportionate amount of 
male teachers I have. I believe this is 

an outright market failure within the 
free economy that prompts outlying 
negative externalities, and therefore 
ought to be immediately inspected by 
some means of prescriptive analytics 
such as a rightward shift in the de-
mand curve by the cost imposed upon 
society.
Economics could keep anyone awake 
at night.

Pinky: Thank you for your time and 
insights. I am sure you will enlighten 
all of our readers.

HEATHER
Lifestyle | Internet 

Life Hacks
 Hi everyone! Guess what? We meet again! I'm here to talk about sad 
stories. Most students would like to write heart breaking stories but have no 
idea about where to start! This happens a lot to me too so here are some exam-
ples or ideas of sad stories. Enjoy!

STORY OF A BLIND LOVE...
There was a blind girl who hated 
herself, just because she's blind. She 
hated everyone, except her loving 
boyfriend. He's always there for her. 
She said that if she could only see 
the world, she would marry her boy-
friend. One day, someone donated a 
pair of eyes to her and then she can 
see everything including her boy-
friend. Her boyfriend asked her, "now 
that you can see the world, will you 
marry me?". The girl was shocked 
when she saw that her boyfriend is 
blind too, and refused to marry him. 
Her boyfriend walked away in tears, 
and later wrote a letter to her saying - 
"Just take care of my eyes dear, I love 
you."

A TOUCHING STORY
A 10 year-old boy approached his 
mom from work. He asked her how 
much money she earns every day. She 
said, "$1000". The boy asked her if 
she could borrow $400. His mom was 
shocked and scolded him instead. The 
boy went to his room and cried. His 
mom realized that she overreacted 
and decided to give his son what he 
asked. The boy stopped crying, took 
the money from his mom, and took 
$1600 bills from his piggybank, and 
said: "Now I have $2000... Can I have 
you for two days, Mommy?", as tears 
ran down his eyes.

The worst type of crying is the si-
lent one. The one when everyone is 
asleep. The one where you feel it in 

your throat and your eyes become 
blurry from the tears. The one where 
you just want to scream. The one 
where you have to hold your breath 
and grab your stomach to keep quiet. 
The one where you can't breathe any-
more. The one when you realize the 
person, that meant the most to you, is 
gone.

The 4 year-old son picked up a stone 
and scratched lines on the side of the 
car, while the dad was polishing his 
new car. The dad had no choice, but 
to get angry, and decided to hit his 
son. The second his consciousness 
was back, he realized that he's hit his 
son with a wrench. The son was sent 
to the hospital. When his dad visited 
him, the son asked "Dada, when will 
my hands grow back?" Frustrated 
and hurt, the dad went back to the car 
and kicked it several times, only to 
see that the son's scratching says: "I 

HUILI
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Stories that will make you 
weep, break your heart and…
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    Football, known as soccer in 
the US is one of the most anticipated 
popular team sports in the world and 
continues to entertain their viewers 
with amazing matches and passion-
ate fandoms. Playing this sport create 
many great opportunities and benefits 
for the person, but there is one nega-
tive aspect to the beautiful game.

     Injuries rates in football are high-
er than in many other contact sport 
and have greater relative numbers in 
younger, preadolescent players, de-
veloping to become a professional. 

Overall, young females tend to suffer 
more from knee injuries and young 
males suffer more from ankle injuries. 
However concussions are fairly prev-
alent in football as a result of collision 
or a bad tackle rather than hopeful at-
tempts at heading the ball. 

     Football is classified as a highly 
injury-prone sport with most injuries 
overall occurring from a player in-
juring him or herself without contact 
rather than a cause by other.Contact 
injuries occur primarily when the 
player is tackling the ball, being tack-
led, intercepting the ball or heading 
for the ball while other players are in 
play. The causes of non-contact inju-
ry include running, twisting ankles, 

Injury - 
Serial Career Ender

cramps and landing in nasty positions. 
Most of the injuries are classified as 
minor and require nothing more than 
basic first aid but some injuries have 
ended careers of footballers.

    Many of the fans of the sport knows 
Francesco Totti, the living gladiator 
of Rome. What many of the fans of 
football didn’t know is that Francesco 
nearly got his career ended with an in-
jury back in 2006. On February 19th 
of 2006, while playing in a Serie A 
match against Empoli, Totti suffered 
a serious leg injury, fracturing his 
left fibula and severing the connec-
tion between the ligaments with the 
malleolus. This caused him to aban-
don the match leaving for the emer-
gency room. He was operated on and 
was luckily back on the pitch a few 
months later.

   Similarly another great career was 
almost ended that year. Then Chel-
sea goalkeeper, Petr Cech had his 

skull fractured after colliding with 
Reading winger Stephen Hunt in 
2006. Cech was out of action for 
three months, but has spoken out 
that he could have died that day if 
there wasn’t any form of medication. 
Nowadays he is known for wearing a 
helmet while playing in goal, to pre-
vent any further head injuries. There 
are even some cases of footballers 
dying on the field after a cardiac ar-
rest.

    Football has brought joy into many 
people lives but there are a minori-
ty of people whose lives are ruined 
because of football. The sport takes 
massive amount of physical effort; 
more than most team sports, mak-
ing the players vulnerable to inju-
ries. Sure, injuries could make you 
stronger, motivating you to greater 
efforts than last time you set foot on 
the pitch, but it is always better to be 
safe than sorry. 

KHANT
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