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From the Desk of the Director
Hello everyone. Welcome to the second edition of this year’s school newsletter quarterly series. 
As usual, many events and celebrations have been unfolding here at Yangon Academy.  In 
the pages that follow you will read about many of these, together with various accompanying 
photos.  We continue to add many new opportunities for our students, as well as enlarging prior 
initiatives and activities.  From the Literary Festival to the American Mathematics Olympiad 
to the World Scholars Competition to the Halloween Evening Fair to the wildly successful 
Sports program to the Instrumental Recital, all these various events illustrate the enjoyment 
and challenge of life at YA.

As we turn the corner to the December holidays we wish all of you continued success and happiness in your 
endeavors. Ad astra! To the stars!

Sincerely,

 David Miller – Director, Yangon Academy



Mr. John Tucker 
The students in 5J have been busy 
this autumn.  They have been 
learning about India and Southeast 
Asia.  They have also been doing a 
lot of thinking about protecting our 
natural environment.  In science, 

they worked in groups to design games about 
Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling.  In Myanmar 
Studies, they each worked on a special poster about 
being good caretakers of the earth.  They have just 
started to study chemistry and are looking forward to 
designing a lot of interesting experiments.  Let’s not 
forget English.  They are always busy reading, writing, 
and studying grammar. For the Literary Festival, they 
partnered with Ms Jennie’s High School classes and 
enjoyed writing and reading conferences.

Ms. Linda Lankenau 
Owl Pellet Dissection: Let’s study 
the food chain! 
5L students were studying the 
concepts of food chains and food 
webs.  They had the opportunity 
to see the food chain in action by 

dissecting an owl pellet.  An owl eats its prey whole, 
but cannot digest the bones and fur.  So after eating 
the owl will regurgitate it up in a brown hard pellet.
Here is Pinu with his owl pellet…. Doesn’t he look 
excited!?!
Now it is time to open up the pellet and find the 
bones.  Then onto sorting the bones and identifying 
what the owl ate.
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And finally, let’s put the skeletons together!!!

5L Class Pets
And we have wonderful and responsible student 
caregivers!!!!  And for our caterpillars who turned 
into moths and flew away earlier this year.

Spider, our turtle.  Climbs up on 
rocks and  basks the sun                    

the chameleon, on our walls 
in the classroom

the fish from the drainage  in ditch



Ms. Nicole 
Second grade has been hard at work 
this first trimester! During reading 
and writing, our class has been 
studying story structure through 
different thematic units. This really 

helped us prepare for the literacy festival, where 
our class received second and third place! Second 
place went to Yin Myat Hein for her story “Cartoon 
Network Water Park”, and third place went to Shin 
Min Thu for her story “My 
Zoo Visit”.
Our class partnered up 
with Ms. Anna’s sixth 
graders to be reading 
buddies. We have loved 
working with the older 
students to improve our 
writing, and hear their 
wonderful stories. 
In science we will start 
learning about astronomy, 
and will take a field trip 
to the planetarium. In social studies, our class loved 
learning about Ancient Mesopotamia, and will now 
begin to talk about Ancient Greece. 
We’re looking forward to another great trimester! 

Ms. Jacquie Bean
 The students of Miss Jacquie’s Grade 
4 class are creating picture books 
about the water cycle.  You wouldn’t 
believe how hard it can be to 
describe evaporation, condensation 

and precipitation in words the Grade 1 students can 
understand.  The students are designing a cover, 
writing the text and drawing the illustrations for 
these original picture books.  They have creating 
talking clouds and rain drops, suns and trees.  When 
the books are done, the students will read them to 
the Grade 1 classes.  Hopefully the little ones will 
enjoy reading them as much as the Grade 4 students 
enjoyed making them. During Literary Festival, 
Grade 4 partnered with Ms Jennie’s Grade 9 class for 
writing conferencing and both enjoyed it.
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Ms. Mazen
Literary Fun  Class 1M

The students in grade 1M displayed great enthusiasm and excitement during the literary festival. They are all 
excited and proud to be making their first book.  
After writing their books, here are some of the comments:

I am proud to do my book, titled “The Noisy Donkey and a Quiet Little Ant”. – Daniel
I am very happy and loved making my first book, titled “The Beautiful Butterfly”. – Rufena 
I did my best and I love my first book titled, “The Bad Boy and the Good Girl”. – Sandra
I had fun doing my book about “Dora.”– Juliet
I am happy to wrote and draw my first book, titled “Sally Rapunzel”. – Bonnie
“The Heron and the Crab” is a nice book that I made. – Kelvin
I love cars, that why I wrote about “Racing Cars”. – Swan Htet 
I did “The Bears Look for Food.” It is nice book. – La Woon
My book is so funny, entitled “Jungle Book”. – Thiha
I love Minecraft so I wrote a story about “Minecraft”. – Sai
I love Rabbit so I wrote about “The Clever Little Rabbit”. – Zwe
Cats are very cute so I wrote about “The Little Cat”. – Sofia
I enjoyed doing my book and put a lesson on it, titled “The Clever Little Bear”. – Phone
I like frogs and monkeys so I wrote “The Monkey and the Frog “–KoKo
I like the story about grasshoppers so I wrote about “The Grasshopper and the Ant”.– Alvin
I watched the movie and learned something from the movie Magic Stick, so I wrote about “Magic Stick” – Poe-
Poe 
I like monkey and frog so I wrote “The Monkey and the Frog”. – Min Khant Zaw
I love to see the moon in the evening, so I write about “The Moon in the Well”. – Richard
I like stories about Alibaba so I wrote about “Alibaba”. – Suan
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 During the Literary week, the first graders had writing and reading buddies with the eighth graders. 
The eighth graders observed how the 1st graders wrote their story book. They also got a chance to read to each 
other. It was always nice to see both grades learning together. My first graders were very happy when they wrote 
thank you letters to the eighth graders, who were great helpers.

Fieldtrip to Botanical Garden - Grade 1(M)
After completing Science unit on plants, the first graders enjoyed a visit to Botanical Garden! 
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Ms. Shea
 Our first grade class had a very successful first trimester! During our plants unit in Sep-
tember, our class took a field trip to Kandawgyi Park to observe the different types of plants in 
the gardens. We completed a mini scavenger hunt throughout the park to find various trees and 
flowers.  In mid-December, we will take a trip to the National Races Village to study the history 
of the many cultural groups in Myanmar.

In light of the Literary Festival, our first graders have been focusing on improving their reading and writing.  
We followed the writing process and used the 6+1 traits to write our How-To.  Eric was placed third in the 
Literary Festival’s writing competition for his “How To Play Heads Up 7 Up.” Phaung Phaung was placed first 
and Aung third for their performances of Myanmar poetry.  We have also been pairing up with Ms. Linda’s 
fifth graders as reading buddies each week.  The students are enjoying reading with each other and will soon 
be co-writing short stories about fifth grade’s classroom pet, Spider.  We’re looking forward to another great 
trimester! 
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High School Language Arts  

Ms. Jennie
High School has had a busy time on the English language front. Apart from writing editorials, 
opinion columns and speeches and designing media ads for the Literary Festival, they have 
pursued their usual curriculum. Grades 9, 10 and 12 all researched and wrote some outstanding 
research papers on a wide variety of subjects. They had to use correct formatting, formalized 
style and MLA citations. This is essential preparation for college. Grade 9 have completed 

a play study of ‘Our Town,’ Grade 10 read ‘Animal Farm,’ and Grade 12, ‘A Glass Menagerie.’ Grade 11 are 
focusing on AP Language and Composition assignments and exam techniques. Those not taking the exam 
will be credited with the work undertaken as part of a regular English class and will gain excellent reading, 
analystical and writing skills for college. All High School students continue to perfect their writing techniques 
based on 6+1 Traits and learn advanced vocabulary in preparation for SAT, IELTS and TOEFL exams.
During Literary Festival, Grade 12 read stories to the ECC  while students from grades 9, 10 and 11 partnered 
up for writing conferences with students from grades 4 and 5. The older students enjoyed sharing their expertise 
with the younger ones and our Elementary students enjoyed some one-on-one attention.

Assembly: On December 8th Grade 9 presented an assembly for secondary school based on our SLO 
demonstrating Creative and Critical Thinking.  Well done Grade 9 who did a great job and demonstrated 
both creativity and critical thinking in their planning and performance. In High School we are continuing to 
integrate the SLOs into our lessons. The five precepts involved in this are

	 •	Creates,	adapts	and	evaluates	new	ideas	in	the	light	of	the	common	good.
	 •	Thinks	reflectively	and	creatively	to	evaluate	and	solve	problems
	 •	Achieves	excellence,	originality	and	integrity	in	one’s	own	work
	 •	Recognizes	and	solves	problems	using	various	strategies	appropriate	to	the	situation	or	issue
	 •	Analyzes	and	employs	the	arts,	media	and	technology	to	enhance	the	quality	of	life.
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Secondary Maths (High School)
                                                                             
Mr. Dan Tabakin
Grades 9 through 12 have had a 
productive quarter and have made 
substantial learning gains. Grade 
9 (Geometry) has explored all of 
the angle relationships the result 

when a transversal intersects two parallel lines. 
They have also studied the numerous ways to prove 
triangle congruency. Grade 10 (Algebra 2), studied 
linear and quadratic functions and became skilled 
at representing them algebraically and graphically. 
They then studied polynomial and rational 
functions. Working with long and synthetic division 
of polynomials, they learned how to find solutions 
of polynomials of degree 
higher than 2.  Grade 11 
(Pre-calculus) did 
advanced work with 
polynomial and 
rational functions, 
working with vertical, 
horizontal, and 
oblique asymptotes. 
They also did in-depth s t u d y 
of exponential and logarithmic functions.  Grade 
12 (AP Calculus AB) continued their work on the 
theory and rules of differentiation. This was followed 
by applications of the derivative, where they learned 
to use first and second derivatives to solve problems 
such as optimization.  Grade 12 (Statistics) studied 
discrete probability distributions and normal 
probability distributions.  They also designed and 
implemented an in-house statistical study wherein 
they surveyed high school students and teachers to 
l e a r n information that could be 

pertinent to school 
planning efforts. They 

are now analyzing 
the results, which 
they will present in 
Quarter 3.

 Middle School    
 
Ms. Omerik 
All the students I have in all three 
grades are such hard workers. Most 
really want to be successful math 
students and I continue to enjoy 
getting to know them and watching 

them grow as mathematicians. 
 In 6th grade, most of the students are very 
strong with calculating integers and can apply them 
very well in equations and story problems. Currently, 
we are working on graphing linear relationship from 
tables. Today, they seemed very excited to apply their 
understanding of linear relationships to patterns, 
especially arithmetic sequences. 
 In 7th grade, most of the students are 
becoming very good problems solvers and critical 
thinkers.  They enjoy discussing different aspects 
of the math concepts. Right now, we are working 
on ratios and proportions and they seem to enjoy 
applying this concept to real-life situations.   

 In Algebra, my students tell me that this class 
was more challenging than they expected. They tell 
me that they’re happy that they can be successful 
in a challenging class.  One student said that what 
motivates her to do well in math is knowing that 
what she’s learning will be helpful in high school and 
beyond. Currently, the students are working hard 
on different forms of linear equations and applying 
them to real-life situations. 
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AP Psychology and Social Studies:  

Mr. David Rowland
AP Psychology for 10th, 11th & 
12th graders at Yangon Academy 
has been progressing well.  As with 
all AP classes, students are focused 
on prepping for the AP College 

Board exam, which they will take at the end of May, 
2017.  For the AP Psych class, the Weiten textbook 
has largely be utilized to date, however, for the final 
assault, focus will change to reviewing past AP Psych 
tests, as well as Barron’s and Five-Steps-for-Five prep 
booklets, by the end of March, 2017.  Students who 
aren’t planning on sitting for the AP Psych test have 
the option of taking the class as a general Psychology 
course with different grading criteria.  
As for 7th & 9th grade Social Studies at YA, students 
have been focusing on their respective textbooks--
Europe & Russia for 7th graders and Africa for 9th 
graders—until recently.  Since November, students 
have been covering major themes from the 20th 
century such as the Cold War, the Marshall Plan, the 
Vietnam War, Karl Marx, Adam Smith, as well as all 
those lovely 20th century –isms.       

 This quarter in 8th grade English, the focus 
has been on historical fiction. We have studied 
and compared historical fiction with historical 
non-fiction through close reading of short stories 
by authors such as Ray Bradbury. The novel we 
are reading is “Catherine, Called Birdy” by Karen 
Cushman. It takes place in 1290 in England, and 
follows a young lady facing some problems unique to 
her time, as well as problems we can all relate to. The 
students read and prepare to discuss the book during 
our daily literary circles.

7th and 8th grade Language Arts  
     
Mr. Thayer
The focus of this quarter’s Writing 
class has been on short stories. The 
7th grade produced short stories 
between 4 - 8 pages, and the 8th 
grade produced 6 – 10 pages. Both 

grades participated in a full Writer’s Workshop: 
they wrote rough drafts, shared with peers, received 
and gave constructive feedback, and revised their 
stories based on that feedback. The results were some 
exceptionally high quality writing. To finish off this 
quarter, we are creating illuminated (a combination 
of writing and art) short stories and poems. 

Grade 6 and 7 Language Arts  
    
Ms. Anna
The middle school Language Arts 
students have worked very hard 
on their fiction pieces and research 
projects. I was impressed by the 
amount of creative ideas the students 

contributed to the literary festival. The students will 
continue working on their 6+1 traits.  Currently, 
in writing class, they are studying personal and 
biog raphic a l 
narratives. In 
their Literature 
class, students 
are learning 
how to identify 
themes from 
their novels 
and how to 
apply them to their own lives. The sixth graders 
are reading Hatchet, while the seventh graders are 

working on The Hunger Games. It’s been an exciting 
semester and I’m eager to see what’s in store for 2017. 
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Ms. Rene 
It is hard to believe that we are 
hurtling towards the end of 
the 1st semester. Yangon Early 
Childhood Center was very busy 
with lots of activities during this 
2nd quarter.

Special Thanks!
We would like to thank the parents of Lynn 
Let Thiri Khit for their hospitality and opening 
their lovely home to us as part of our Theme: 
My House. The Pre-Nursery children did a 
home visit and had great fun. 

Monthly Assemblies is a HUGE success!!
Happy Halloween!
Our October Assembly theme: Fancy Dress, 
fitted in nicely with 
Halloween.  On 
Friday, 28 October 
we performed our 
class songs and 
then we awarded 
“Star of the 
Month”- awards to 
each class. 

Secondary Computer Science
                                                                             
Ms. Tankerson
A cross curriculum research 
project for high school students 
was undertaken with Ms. Jennie 
(Language Arts teacher).  Students 
learned about the primary purpose 

of a research paper, the barriers associated with it 
and the opportunity to learn more about a topic that 
interest them.  Students also understood how to use 
various technological tools to access and manage 
information appropriately and correct layout tools.  
A cross curriculum Social Studies project is currently 
underway with Mr. Jeff for Grade 6.  We are exploring 
countries around the world using Power Point.  It isn’t 
actually just about the technology but how you use it. 
Students are understanding the new and improved 
functions to make their PowerPoint the one that 
won’t send their audience (classmates) to sleep.

Thereafter all had great fun going around to the 
offices and classrooms on the campus to ‘trick or 
treat’!

Early Childhood Center  
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Pajama Day
On Wednesday, 23 November we had our Pajama 
dress up Day.

Early Childhood Center  
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Enrichment Programme
Kahtein Donations
Yangon Early Childhood Center collected donations 
for the Kahtein Tree. Our students visited the 
Taunggyi Monastery with our donation. As part of 
the festivities, the students also dressed in traditional 
Myanmar dress. 



After School Activities:  Marine Ecology

Ms. Linda
The Eco-Warriors of YA took to 
the park to help protection of the 
environment!  In the class, we 
learned about endangered species, 
turtles, sharks, fish, dolphins, coral 

reefs and kelp.  We looked at types of pollution and 
trash and the harm it can cause for the environment.
The Eco-Warriors undertook a clean-up at Inlay 
Lake.  We collected Styrofoam containers, bottles, 

plastic bags and an occasional shoe or pair of pants.  
Students also designed boats made of recycled 
materials and put them in the water to see the 
different designs.  We had the turbo-powered, 
chemical reaction propulsion, and the one that loved 
to go in circles.  The students also presented a posted 
to save the turtles in Myanmar.
Finally, the students came up with the idea of using 
a hard plastic container from home to buy their 
noodles and rice from the kiosk at school instead of 
using Styrofoam containers.   

Water Play!
As part of our Preschool Enrichment our students 
are having a great time in the pool.

Literary Festival
During the Annual Literary Festival Teacher Jennie 
and her High School pupils came to visit our campus 
to read some stories to us.

Early Childhood Center
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COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT

The One Heart Community Service team have been 
working hard. They collected donations of food and 

clothing items to donate 
to the Way Luw Kyaw 
Foundation which 
undertakes work in 
flooded areas to alleviate 
suffering. 
The group selected 
the Mahas Thet Pan 
Monastery to work with 
this semester. A group of 
between 20-30 students 

has being going out on a regular basis and running 
art, games and English programs for the youngsters 
who range from 3 -14 years of age. We especially 
appreciate Ms Mon Mon, Ms Linda, Ms Jacquie and 
Ms Chris’s assistance with the art program.
To raise funds, the group sold handmade items at 
the Halloween Fair and are just completing a book 
donation collection.   Thank you to all parents who 
donated so generously and to Teacher, Ms Jacquie 
Bean who has donated over 100 stuffed toys that 
she carried back from the USA. A huge thanks to 
classes who donated some of their profits from the 
Halloween Fair to CS including Ms Linda’s, Ms 
Jacquie’s and Mr Tucker’s classes.
T. Jennie, Community Service Advisor
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Community Service

Community Service at the Monastery School

Book Donation Drive
During Literary Festival, in conjunction with the 
library and Mr John Saw, One Heart Community 
Service ran a book drive. They collected around 
100 books. These will be donated to NBS school. 
Thayetchaung village, Myaungmya Township, 
Ayeyarwaddy Region, where they are greatly in need 
of the material.

The school was opened by a Christian priest in 1999. 
The main purpose is to educate those who can’t afford 
to pay anything. The school accepts all the poor people 
who come and ask for help whether Christian or 
Buddhist, etc... The school provides accommodation 
for the students. Most of the students live and attend 
school from there. Only a few students attend the 
school from their home. The school originally 
survived by the budget that they got from the farm. 
The school owns a 10 acre of farm. In 2010, a non-
government organization named AVSI came to the 
school and offered help and they now have a program 
called DSP (Distance Support Program). The school 
originally started with five students and two teachers. 
Now it has over 70 students with 12 teachers. The 
school follows the government curriculum with 2 
extra English classes. They are still trying to gain the 
government recognition. After the students finish 
10th standard, they are given vocational training and 
their education ends there.

School News

Week Without Walls – Newsflash!
                                                                             
Mr. Cordeiro
Here is the latest news on the Week 
Without Walls trips. (WWW) These 
adventurous trips will take place 
February 6th-10th.
We are happy and excited to 

announce a second overseas trip for the Yangon 
Academy. The 11th and 12th grade classes will be 
exploring Cambodia and visiting the historic and 
world famous ruins of Angkor Wat in beautiful Siem 
Reap as well as the capitol of Cambodia, Phnom 
Penh. In Phnom Penh the students will learn about 
the notorious “The Killing Fields” as well as visit the 
Grand Palace and the tantalizing Russian Market. 
9th and 10th grade will travel overseas as well and visit 
Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai in Amazing Thailand 
where they are guaranteed to learn a lot and have 
plenty of fun. Two overseas trips is unprecedented 
in our schools history and bodes well for the future. 
Rounding out the trips are 8th grade going to 
wonderful and relaxing Inle Lake and 7th grade is 
going to Pyay in the Bago Region where there are 
plenty of interesting sights. Our intrepid  6th graders 
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School News

Sports News!

Mr. Cordeiro
What’s new in sports is that we are very much looking 
forward to the new season to start when we return 
from the Winter Holidays. U-19 boys and girls 
basketball, U-15 boys Football as well as girls and 
boys volleyball will all be in full swing starting the 
beginning of January. There are some exciting new 
changes in store for sports at the YA so stay tuned for 
more information.

are off to Hpa An in Karen State that sits on the 
eastern bank of the Thanlwin (Salween) river, about 
270 kilometres east of Yangon.
We encourage everyone to go on these great trips 
that will be safely chaperoned and supervised and 
make memories that will last a lifetime. 
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Counseling Corner 

Mr. Willard
 The year has been busy with setting up 
Naviance, the College Counseling program.  Grade 
11 and 12 students have been trained in using it. With 
this behind us, we have a foundation set with this 
program that will allow both parents and students to 
keep track of, as well as explore, the college admission 
process at school as well as at home. 
 Approximately 80% of all grade 12 students 
have applied to college and some of them have a few 
more applications to complete. The students have 
worked well and have been diligent in this process. 
We have been working together to make sure they 
have made appropriate choices for college and will 
receive admittance into the school of their choice.
 We have had many university visits this year 
and look forward to more the rest of this school 
year. These visits provide valuable information about 
colleges, but more important than that, students 
interact with admissions people and they learn 
more about themselves and their needs for a college. 
Every time they have to explain themselves to the 
admissions person there is a self-reflection that takes 
place.
 This has been a good year and I look forward 
to the excitement that the letters of acceptance will 
generate amongst the grade 12 class over the rest of 
the year.

STUCO NEWS! 

Mr. Horne
To mitigate the stress of exams, the diligent STUCO 
team has been preparing for something big. Let’s 
not forget that big surprises come in small packages. 
Quite literally. So don’t worry, we have something in 
store for you guys. Soon the group will be embarking 
on an experiencing journey to Bangkok to learn 
the ancient and modern ways of leadership only to 
return back to this school to employ these skills. It 
will ensure the success the future events. The events 
that are for YOU! Keep your hopes up and if you 
already are, stay cool.



Halloween Fun!

Ms. Linda
5L students learned 
a cultural tradition 
from the USA for 
Halloween!  NO 
trick or treat candies 
but bobbin for nice 
health apples.  We 
got to eat them afterwards and also got some wet 
faces and hair.

THE 6+1 WRITING TRAITS 
PROGRAM IS PROVIDING STUDENT 
SUCCESS FOR YANGON ACADEMY’S 
SECOND LITERARY FESTIVAL

Mr. Halsey
Many of you reading this article 
know the school decided last school 
year to have this event as  part of our 
focus on improving the reading and 
writing skills of all our students in 

both English and Myanmar languages. As educators 
we acknowledge that each of us is a teacher of 
reading and writing. Furthermore, we know that for 
the majority of our students, English is not their first 
language. Therefore, it is necessary to put a greater 
focus on reading and writing. We chose to use the 
6+1 Writing Traits Program and all our teachers have 
participated in training of how to teach these traits to 
our students. Ultimately, our students will be able to 
not only analyze the writing of their classmates but 
also analyze and improve their own writing.
The quality of writing is improving. You can see 
for yourself as examples will be displayed on the 
bulletin boards just inside the front doors. Another 
benefit is that higher quality writing can lead to 
more improvement in a student’s oral presentations. 
You will hear examples at our monthly elementary 
assemblies in the student lunchroom. Our next one is 
Tuesday, 20 December, 2016. Kindergarten to grade 
2 begins at 8:20 and grades 3-5 begins at 9:15.
See YOU there!

The Literary Festival and Secondary 
Success! 

Ms. Jennie
The 2nd Yangon Academy Literary 
Festival took place from 15-30 
November. It was a great success 
as every student in the school 
took part as well as a majority of 

teachers. Apart from competitions, other highlights 
included the Myanmar section of the competition, 
presentations by two well-known local authors 
and reading and writing conferencing between the 
Secondary and Elementary students. Grades 12 
and 9 went and performed songs and read stories 
to the ECC children. There was an excellent book 
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fair and students and parents took the opportunity 
to buy some exciting reading material. The event 
culminated in an Award Assembly which generated 
much anticipation a

Event
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Prize Awards Middle School
Fiction: 
G6
1. Alisa Yang 6B
2. Thoun Thant Nandi@ Thoun Thoun 6B
3. Hein Min Htet@ Peti 6A 

G7
1. Mon Myat Yadanar @ Maria Mayet
2. Yee Mon Theint @ Amanda
3. Thet Thiri Lwin @ Pinky

G8
1. Shin Min Pyae Sone @ Ariel
2. Phoo Pyae Khin @ Phoebe
3. Myat Phone Thaw @ Thaw Thaw

Non-Fiction 
G6
1. Thet Htar Aung@ Cynthia 6A 
2. Pwint Shoon Lei Thu@ Shoon Shoon 6B 
3. Htet Paing Naing@ One One 6B

G7
1. Mon Myat Yadanar @ Maria Mayet
2. Thet Thiri Lwin @ Pinky
3. Gin Gar May @ Ashley

G8
1. Aye Myat Kyaw @ Charlotte
2. Shun Lei Wai Aung @ Shun Lei
3. Choi Seowon @ Suzie

Poetry: 
G6
1. Thet Htar Aung@ Cynthia 6A 
2.  Thin Wyut Yi Nan@ Nan 6A 
3. Thinzar Saw Thein@ Swel  Mi 6A

G7
1. Myint Zu Thin @ Helen Chong
2. Mya Thet Hmue @ Hmue Lay
3. May Mya Thin Chel @ Pont Pont

G8
1. San Mi Mi Thant @ Sam
2. Anjela Rose De Guzman
3. Brendan Nay Zin Thein @ Brendan

Prize Awards High School
Research Projects
G9
1. Aung Tayzar Shwe (Jonathan)
2. Michele Wang
3. Sai Ngean Zet (Frank) 

G10
1. Zin Yu Oo (Pinky)
2. Cecil Chen
3. Soe Sandar Lin (Victoria)

G12
1. Htet Oo Hlaing
2. Jessica Thiri Shin
3. Hein Zay Yar Oo

Editorial
G9 
1. Wah Shwe Nwe Thway Win  (Alice)
2. Hsu Karani Oo (Jade)
3. Naw May Phu Zar Oo (May)

G10
1. Thet Su Su Khaing
2.  Thiri Thiri San (Cindy)
3. Kenneth Nyan Toe Aung

G11
1. Samantha Chen
2. Moe Hay Mar Kaung
3. Saddha Zaw (Alice)

G12
1. Sharon Ba Htwe (Honey)
2. Aung Nay Htet Oo
3. Kyi Yin Min Khin (Rebecca)

Speeches
G9
1. Aung Tayza Shwe (Jonathan)
2. Yun Su Lin (Mary)
3. Khant Wai Yan

G10
1. Thet Su Su Khaing
2. Moe Myint Arthur (Junior)
3. Han Min Thein @Phoe Thar

G11
1. Eaindray Cho (Dora)
2. Su Than Thar Nyi (Grace)
3. Saint Hnin Mon (Snow)

Event
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G12
1. Han Thar Htin (Henry)
2. Htet Oo Hlaing
3. Oak Soe Aung (Noel)

Media Design
G9
1.Minn Swan Pai
2. Linn Thit
3. Sai Ngean Zet (Frank)

G10
1. Cecil Chen
2. Shalom S. Joby
3. Moe Myat Yadanar (Juwairya)

G11
1. Su Than Thar Nyi (Grace)
2. Yin Wai Wai (Vivien)
3. Zin Yu Aung

G12
1. Myat Thu Oo (John)
2. Jessica Thiri Shin
3. Clementine Curtis

Newspaper Awards
1. Designer: Cecil Chen
2. Editor: Saint Hnin Mon (Snow)
3. Editorial: Samantha Chen
4. Photography: Kaung Nay Htet (Kevin)

Elementary Literary Festival Excitement  
Mr. Tucker
All the elementary school students really enjoyed 
the 2nd Annual Literary Festival.  They were happy 
to welcome the author Daw La Wu Eain back to 
tell some more Myanmar folktales.  They eagerly 
browsed through books from all of the vendors who 
came to the book fair.  They were excited about the 
writing conferences because they wanted to share 

their writing with an older student.  Some students 
got a chance to have reading conferences, too.  At the 
end of the Literary Festival, students submitted their 
best writing from the first trimester for judging.  At 
the awards ceremony all the winners got a certificate 
and the 1st place winners got a medal too!

2016-17 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LITERARY FESTI-
VAL AWARD WINNERS

Kindergarten
Category: Story Writing
1. La Wun Kabyar, “The Flower” KG-A
2. Jasmine Myat Aung “Mermaid” KG-J
3. Wai Yan Myo Myint @ Raymond “The Boy”     
    KG-A

Category: Book Cover
1. Elmondra Yin Htwe “Biscuit Wants to Play” KG-J
2. La Wun Kabyar, “Bathtime for Biscuit” KG-A
3. May Wadi Minn, “Biscuit Wants to Play” KG-J

Myanmar Poetry      
1. May Wadi Min@Thae Thae   (KG-J)
2. Min Htike Thiha @Lian Lian  (KG-A)
3. Ye Htet Lwin @ Robin  (KG-J)

G1
Short Story/How-To 
1.  Bonnie @ Ju Ah Kim, “Sally Rapunzel” 1(M) 
2.  Daniel Lee Eun Gyeol, “The Noisy Donkey  
     and the Quiet Little Ant” 1(M)
3.  Eric @ Phone Myat Paing, “How to Play Heads     
     Up, 7 Up” 1(S) 

Myanmar Poetry
1. Phyoe Wint Shan @ Phaung Phaung  (G1-S)
2. May Thu Zin @Rufena  (G1- M)
3. Aung Myint Myat Win  @ Aung  (G1-S)
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G2
Narrative Writing
1. Ye Yint Zaw Latt ( The Little Rabbit ) 2D
2. Yin Myat Hein ( Cartoon Network Water Park )   
    2N
3. Shin Min ( My Zoo Trip ) 2N

Myanmar Poetry       
1. Sitt Min Zay Yar @ Sitt Min  (G2-D)
2. Kyaw Nyan Win @ Ko Swan  (G-2-D)
3. Swan Nay Zaw @ Cameron Wu  (G2-N) 

G3
3rd Grade Writing Contest Winners:
1. “Swimming” by Kyaw Nyein Hsu (3T)
2. “The Day I Helped My Mom” by Kyaw Sin Htut @  
    Jasmine (3N)
3. “The Dentist” by Shine Htut Hein @ Tee Lay (3T)

Myanmar Essay
1. Nan Wint Theingi Oo@ Emily  (G3-N)
2. Kyaw Sin Htut@Jasmine  (G3-N)
3. Ida Htoo Thet Eain @Ida  (G3-T)  

G4
Poetry:
1. “Boys” Kim Min Ju @ Sally  4/J
2. “Birds” Shwe Sin @ Goldie 4/C
3. “Puppies”  May Shun Lei Zaw @ May Shun  4/J

Expository:
1. “Grave of Thousands”   May Shun Lei Zaw @ May  
     Shun  4/J
2. “A Bloodthirsty Emperor”   Thet Htoo San @  
    Phoe Thar  4/J
3. “Start to Draw and Never Be Bored”  May Phoo  
    Kabyar @ Kabyar  4/C

Narrative:
1. “The Happiest Day of My Life”   Thaniwin Thi  
    Latt @ Timothy  4/C
2. “A Marvelous Bike”   May Shun Lei Zaw @ May  
    Shun  4/J
3. “The Happiest Day of My Life”    Aykri Sann  
    Minn @ Aykri   4/C
    
Myanmar Essay
1. May Phoo Kabyar @ Kabyar  (G4-C)
2. Lin Moe Thant (G4-J)
3. Kaung Htet Lynn @ Tut Tut (G4-C)

G5
Narrative writing: 
1. Ye Thway Aung, “The Earthquake that Destroyed  
    New Zealand”  5L 
2. Shwe Yee Thant (Mary), “Strange Buddy”  5L
3. Hein Htet Nay (Daniel Wu)- “Fire”     5L

Poetry: 
1. Myat Phone Kyaw @Kyaw Kyaw, “Stars”  5J 
2. Thant Nay Htut, “Nature” A Haiku poem  5L
3. Eain Lin Thu @Alice, “The Bear”   5J

Informative Writing: 
1. Myat Phone Kyaw@Kyaw Kyaw, “Denmark”  5J 
2. Thuwunna Min Htut@Suwon, “World of Paint   
    Wars”  5J
3. No third place awarded
                                                 
Myanmar Poster
1. Paing Thu Thu Khin @Erica  (G5- J)
2. Khin Phone Kyaw@ Charming  (G5-L)
3. Eain Lin Thu  (G5-J)
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ART IN REAL LIFE

Mr. Thiha Kyaw
Even though the world’s greatest artists and visual 
artists often died without recognition in their 
lifetimes, many are immortalized in their artwork.
For our students at Yangon Academy who are honest, 
diligent and progressive, it is simple. That’s why these 
kids can become national generals, physiologists, 
statisticians, doctors and newspaper journalists and 
editorial writers in the future. That’s why teaching 
and guiding them is my career. Art is not all drawing 
and painting pictures onto a white canvas you see, 
it’s also call drawing your life and modeling your 
environment and tone by using common sense. We 
teachers are always sharing accepted wisdom with 
our students: sharing the wisdom and being good 
role models will brighten their future.  
The reason why we teach art is not so our students 
can become famous artists or painters. We’re building 
their understanding in how to become prudent, think 
faster and progress their academics. I’m making them 
learn step by step to understand about arts and crafts, 
so let’s see them learning seriously about fine art!      
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Music: Instrumental Recital

Ms. Me Me Din, Pollen Khin Pan Woht Mohn
 The Music Department held its second 
Instrumental Recital on 01 December. It was an 
enormous success and showcased our incredibly 
talented musical students. The Stand Alone Band 
fronted by Jun Ho and including Zin, Young and 
Max enthusiastically impressed the audience with 
their song ‘Bedroom Warfare.’ Young Woo gave an 
impressive and emotional piano performance of 
‘Summer,’ while Ko Khant, Phoe Tar, Kylie and Ying 
Ying demonstrated their prowess on the Ukulele. 
There were keyboard, Cajun Drum and guitar 
performances by Kim, Aung Nay, Clementine, 
Honey, Jessica, Dora, Jun Ho, Rachelle, Cecil, Pont 
Pont and Henry. John played a very moving ‘Love me 
Tender’ on the keyboard, followed by an emotional 
rendition of ‘Speak Softly Love’ by Henry on the 
keyboard. Minn Swan played a lively ‘Maple Leaf 
Rag’ on the piano that had the audience bouncing 
in their seats. Tracy and Jenny played a duet with the 
piano and recorder called ‘Carrying You.’
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