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Hello and Season’s Greetings to all of our Yangon 
Academy family members.  It’s an honor to review 
a few of our accomplishments at the secondary and 
elementary sections this first semester. Most of you 
know already about our AP scores from last May. 
Our students outscored the global averages in every 
subject, sometimes by a substantial margin. Watch 
for the actual data soon to be uploaded onto the 
school website.
The Fall 2017 Global Averages for the Measure of 
Academic Progress (MAP) have arrived this week. 
Our students, grades 3-10, outperformed other 
students from eight regions around the world, as 
well. Please check the comparison numbers, also to 
be soon uploaded to our school website.
On the Fine Arts side, Ms. Toni Rose’s Music Recital 
proved to be a smashing success.  Being washed by 
beautiful music is surely an enlightening process. 
The ES and ECC December Program directed by Ms. 
Pollen was probably the most energetic and exciting 

of any that YA has experienced in our history. 
Wonderful performances gave us all a feeling of 
good cheer and happiness.
Ms. Laura’s Grade 9 students gave us some captivating 
TED Talks on various topics germane to student life. 
The poise demonstrated by the students was amazing 
for their age level. Perhaps this idea will grow into a 
permanent tradition at the secondary.
An on it goes. Our sports teams came home with 
four first place trophies in U14 Basketball and U19 
Volleyball. Thanks, especially to the coaches -- Mr. 
Lazich and Mr. Ballantyne for volleyball; Ms. Yu Ma 
Ma and Mr. Gordon for U14 basketball. Both Boys 
and Girls teams excelled in front of large crowds at 
our new court.  The spirit and heart shown by both 
the teams and the YA student body was enormous.
As one of Dr. Seuss’ characters in the Cat in the Hat 
would say, “But that’s not all!” In this case, though, 
I will have to stop here.  Please watch for more 
good news as we move into the New Year. We, here 
at Yangon Academy, are gracefully spreading our 
wings, and aspire to even better results.

Ad Astra! To the Stars!

Mr. David Miller
Director/ Secondary Principal

                              -------- § -- ------
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Middle School Math
Ms. Susan
The sixth graders are so fun and interactive! They 
love to work in groups and discuss their processes 
and solutions. This quarter, they have worked very 
hard on integers and almost all students are in the 
100% club for integer computation. We also recently 
started equations, graphing and functions and they 
are discovering real life situations where they can use 
Algebra!  

7th and 8th grade Language Arts
Tom Thayer
8th Grade Writing
 This quarter, we thought about a person that 
has inspired us, and wrote a descriptive essay about 
that person. The students and I have been spending 
a lot of time writing and re-writing our personal 
narratives – our own stories that tell something 
about our lives. We have been practicing how to write 
multiple drafts, and reflecting on ways to improve 
our writing. We have been looking at well-written 
mentor essays, and trying to figure out what makes 
those essays work so well. 

8th Grade English
 This quarter we have been reading and 
examining John Steinbeck’s classic novel Of Mice 
and Men. It is a tragic story about the pursuit of 
happiness, the effects of loneliness, and importance 
of friendship. We studied how authors use literary 
devices, such as foreshadowing and personification. 
The students worked in small literature circles, where 
each person had an important role to fulfill.

7th Grade English
 This quarter we have been studying stories 
from Holt: Elements of Literature. We have been 
learning about stories and about the common 
elements that can be found in any good story. We 
read and studied Lois Lowry’s The Giver. It is a 
story about a utopian society where the individuals 
surrender their individuality in exchange for safety, 
peace and order. The students completed packets 
wherein they kept journals about their thoughts. The 
epilogues they wrote were really spectacular!

                              -------- § --------  

I have so enjoyed having this seventh grade group for 
a second year! They work very hard on building on 
the great math work they did last year. This quarter, 
we’re continuing our work on understanding tables, 
graphs and equations. They seem to enjoy, but are 
also challenged by, solving story problems involving 
Algebra. They are also looking forward to geometry 
in the second semester. 

The 8th graders are deep into Algebra, making strong 
connections between all the representations of 
Linear Functions. They are a strong group who work 
hard at applying their previous knowledge to new 
situations. Here are some pictures of the 8th graders 
working on making the connections between tables, 
equations and graphs. 
                               -------- § -- ------

Secondary School News!
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TED Talks Come to Yangon Academy
On December 15th, ninth graders presented their 
very own TED Talks in front of parents, teachers and 
peers. 
Students began the project by comparing several 
popular TED Talks to determine the characteristics 
of an effective presentation. After, they collaborated 
with their groups to identify a compelling topic and 
gather research to support their assertions. Their final 
choices covered a range of ideas, from the positive 
aspects of playing video games to the curious ways 
we spend our limited time. 

Each group presented their first draft to the class. 
Their classmates and I gave them both positive and 
constructive feedback, which they are currently 
working to incorporate. 
Perhaps the most exciting aspect of this project is 
that it pushed students to engage with a myriad of 
Student Learning Outcomes! In order to prepare 
for the event, students collaborated well with their 
peers, learned to respectfully communicate feedback 
to one another, and thought creatively to create 
engaging presentations. It has been wonderful to see 
them embrace an active role in their own education 
and to demonstrate their love of learning. 

                              -------- § -- ------

Environmental Club
The environmental club is a student-run club 
that drives environmental projects on campus 
and promotes environmental awareness and 
education. As the president of the secondary school’s 
environmental club, I set forth many goals of which 
I hope to accomplish. One major task was the job of 
persuading students to join the club and participate in 
all the fundraising events that will take place during 
the course of the year, hopefully. Since the club was 
just created, I was hoping to proceed with a recycling 
program at school by placing recycling bins around 
school and classrooms and the environmental club 
members will collect them every Thursday. I would 
also like to ask that only paper-based recyclables 
be put in the recycling bins that will be placed in 
classrooms. There will be many more as the school 
year proceeds. If you have any good ideas for our 
school’s environmental clubs, please feel free to tell 
any members of the environmental club. Thank you!! 
Let’s hope for a great year! 

Written by Crystal 

                              -------- § -- ------

Grade 7 Writing
Ms. Anna
It has been wonderful teaching my former sixth 
graders, now seventh graders, again for Round 2. 
This past semester, these reflective writers have been 
focusing on “showing me” instead of “telling me” 
by incorporating more figurative expressions and 
active, descriptive language into their essays. This 
was showcased in their phase biographies for their 
Narrative Writing unit. With descriptive, narrative, 
and expository essays under their belt, the students 
are eager to expand their portfolios and take more 
risks in their writing for 2018! Keep up the good 
work! 

Secondary School News!
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Grade 6 ELA
What an exciting semester it has been for Grade 6. 
They have been busy adjusting to a new campus and 
familiarizing themselves with new teachers and faces. 
This past quarter, we read Hatchet and sharpened 
our survival skills while focusing on the importance 
of setting, characters and plot. In writing class, we 
have completed descriptive, narrative and expository 
essays. We look forward to 2018 and our growth as 
active readers and reflective writers!
                               -------- § -- ------

Ms. Man Yee
Students presented their projects on conditional 
probability about the distance of YA students’ homes 
and their tardiness/YA high school students’ wearing 
socks at school/tidiness and gender of YA students.

Students reported the temperatures/humidity over 
time on 27th Nov to 30th Nov or the correlation 
between temperature on 27th Nov to 30th Nov.
                               -------- § -- ------
Grade 6 Social Studies: A Look at 
Human Populations
The grade 6 Social Studies classes have been examining 
the idea of populations. They have recently learned 
how to make and interpret population pyramids. 
Here are 2 different pyramids the students in grade 
6 have made. One shows the population distribution 
of boys and girls in each grade from KG to grade 12. 

The other shows the distribution of boys and girls by 
age at the beginning of the school year. Can you see 
the differences the results show you? What can you 
tell about the past present, and future of the student 
population based on these pyramids?

                               -------- § -- ------

Secondary  School News!

Photo News! Commenecement Ceremony [2016-2017]
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Elementary Student Council 
Has Arrived!
Yangon Elementary now has a Student Council. 
Two months ago, eligible students made posters 
and started actively campaigning for the offices of 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
They gave campaign speeches in front of the 3rd, 
4th and 5th graders. Other students ran for class 
representatives.  The third, fourth and fifth graders 
voted and by the end of the week, and we had 
ourselves a Student Council!
      We quickly got down to the business of planning 
out school and community projects we knew would 
benefit many people. Our school projects include 
buying library books and recycling plastic bags and 
chip bags. Both of these projects are well underway. 
We also are committed to picking up litter from a 
local park and promoting a clothing drive later in the 
year. 

5L Science
What in the world?  Fifth graders are exploring the 
world around them in our study of ecology.  First let’s 
look at the food chain with owl pellets… what do 
owls eat?  Our class found many rodents and even a 
bird skeleton in the owl pellets they dissected.

Halloween in 5 L
On Halloween, 5L bobbed for apples (all students 
got their apple) with much wet hair and faces!!!!  We 
also enjoyed some pumpkin pie.
                               -------- § -- ------

And now to look at 
photosynthesis and how 
oxygen is produced…. 
Elodia makes the solution 
turn blue, without it, the 
carbon dioxide keeps the 
solution yellow.

Elementary School News!

      Another exciting project is to create a student 
newsletter. This will have news of interest to 
elementary students. It will have news articles about 
events taking place at school, a list of recent award 
winners, an interview with an interesting person, 
a Fun Corner that will include puzzles, jokes and 
game reviews and even an advice column. If you are 
having trouble with your friends or your teachers, 
drop a question into the advice box on the counter at 
the receptionist’s desk. Our Smarty Suzy just might 
pick yours to answer, right in the newsletter!
      The Elementary Student Council is here to serve 
and represent our elementary students. If you have 
any questions or suggestions, please pass them along 
to our president, Theodore, or to our sponsor, Ms. 
Chris.

                               -------- § -- ------

Taking apart the owl pellet                          

Skull of a rodent                                                     

The skeleton reconstructed
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5L Field Trip to Twante
We linked our social studies and science studies on 
our field trip to Twante, a small town across the river 
from Yangon.  There, we visited two pottery making 
establishments: one that made water purifying pots 
using a machine to form it and another of hand 
potted smaller pots and ornaments.  The students 
tried forming a bowl on a pottery wheel, mixing the 
clay with threshed rice chaff, and stomping on the 
clay to temper it!  Steven was our pot making expert; 
with Sophia stomping the clay and Kuang Kuang 
mixing it.  The students then enjoyed buying finished 
clay products (and the little puppies at the shop).  

We walked down to the river to see river life and 
economics.  So many different kinds of boats!  And 
sorry to say, pollution too.  We also visited a different 
economic enterprise… traditional weaving.  We met 
a young weaver who had been working full time for 
8 years. She began working at 13, only 2 years older 
than our students!
This year is the second time we have visited the 
monastery’s school.  Our students met with their 
5th grade class and we did some fraction problems.  
It was fun to see our students writing the problems 
in Myanmar language.  We made a donation to the 
school and each student gave a book (as we did last 
year).  The school is so proud of its little library.
Finally, the trip home… Where our car broke down!  
We experienced the heat and told ghost stories.  A 
long but fun day!

                               -------- § -- ------
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Afterschool Activity 
Indoor Games
By: Ms. Mazen

The energetic KG-G1 kids of Indoor Games made my 
Wednesday afterschool activity spark. Playing blocks, 
bowling, basketball, guessing game, musical chair, 
stop dance, pass the message and Simon says were 
just some of the activities that we did. My afterschool 
activity was fun because of the enthusiastic and eager 
faces of these kids.
                               -------- § -- ------

Science and Social Studies
In Miss Jacquie’s fourth grade class, we have been 
doing some exciting activities. In Social Studies, we 
are studying ancient Myanmar.  We combined these 
studies with Science’s study of engineering, and the 
students built some incredible projects.  First, out 
of clay, they built a replica of some pagodas which 
were built during the Pagan Kingdom.  Next, they 
had to design and engineer a solution for a problem 
that one of the ancient cities would have faced.  
Irrigation, water supply, flood control and recycling 
systems were built.  Also, groups designed systems 
for the defense of an ancient city.  It was fun and 
exciting to watch the students discover and learn 
through doing.

                               -------- § -- ------

Our Trip to Bogyoke Aung San Museum
Mr. Tim
On December 1, 2017, we went with 3N to Bogyoke 
(General) Aung San Museum, which is located 
in the house that he lived in with his family from 
1945 to 1947. The white, brown, and grey house is 
surrounded by a huge yard on the top of a hill. When 
we got there, we got off the buses and looked up at 
the top of the house above the garden. It looked like 
a haunted castle, but we weren’t scared. We were 
eager to go inside. We hurried up the curved path to 
the entrance. The first room we saw was the dining 
room. On a table, there was a clay model of his 
favorite breakfast, fried peas and nan bread, with a 
message in his handwriting. In the next room, there 
was a life-sized, silicon statue of General Aung San 
reading a book. Upstairs, we saw the bedrooms. 
There were lots of family photographs, clothes, and 
books. On the way back to the bus, we saw General 
Aung San’s classic black car, which he had sent from 
England. We also saw the pond, where one of his 
sons tragically and sadly drowned. We really enjoyed 
our field trip. We had already learned a lot about 
General Aung San in class, but it was interesting to 
see his home in person and imagine what life was 
like a long time ago.

                               -------- § -- ------

Elementary School News!
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Mr. Terry
Third grade class 3N recently completed the 
dissection of owl pellets that goes along with the 
food chain chapter that they were studying in their 
science books. Maybe we should explain what an owl 
pellet is. When an owl of any type eats its food, it 
swallows it whole. The owl has an organ called a crop 
in its body. It is a muscular organ that receives the fur 
and bones of the animal that has been eaten, usually 
a rodent of some kind, and squeezes this material 
into a small sphere-shaped object. When the owl’s 
crop is full, it regurgitates this object to make room 
for the next animal that is eaten. These objects, 
which are called owl pellets, are then collected and 
sterilized before they are sold. The students were a bit 
squeamish at first when they started the inspection 
of the pellets. They were provided with rubber gloves 
from Ms. Chris, and this made some of them more 
comfortable. The idea is to separate all the fur from 
the bones. Once that is done, the students, using the 
bone charts provided to them, try to assemble a full 
skeleton and glue it to a piece of black construction 
paper. To be successful, the students need to place 
the correct bones in the proper place before gluing 
them to the paper. Once they got started the students 
forgot the reluctance they had in the beginning. 
The students did quite a good job on their rodent 
skeletons. You can see them in the hallway on the 
second floor.

Field Trip To Hlawga Park
Ms. Dhorie
Field Trips are important moments in learning; 
a shared social experience that provides the 
opportunity for students to encounter and explore 
things in an authentic setting.

                               -------- § -- ------

This year the 2nd graders went to Hlawga Park, 
which is an hour and 30 minute drive from school.  
The kids couldn’t contain their excitement to see real 
animals in their natural environment. On the way 
there were tons of questions, singing and of course 
munching! As soon as we arrived, we were welcomed 
by the cheeky monkeys, all eager to be fed. Soon after, 
we found a place to lay our big mat, surrounded by 
a huge lake with beautiful lotus flowers in bloom- a 
safe place to eat our lunch away from the monkeys. 

After lunch, the kids got to explore the area by 
walking on the pathway leading to the hanging 
bridge, climbing trees and running after the cute 
little ducklings, whilst snapping pictures along the 
way. We also fed a lone hippo, deer, oxen, and a 
peacock. It was definitely a great day, and the kids 
still can’t stop talking about it. 
With love and happiness,
Grade 2-D
                               -------- § -- ------
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Ms. Shea
1S Update 
1S has had a wonderful start to the 2017/2018 school 
year. In math, we have moved on from mastering our 
addition and subtraction facts and will begin place 
value and ordering & comparing numbers.  
During reading time, we have been using various 

comprehension skills to understand what we read 
and organize our ideas.  We have focused on story 
elements and main idea. We will soon begin to write 
stories of our own using the 6+1 traits of writing.
In Social Studies, our first trimester primarily 

focused on communities and the people and jobs 
within a community.  In Science, we learned all 
about plants (which we studied at our field trip to 
Kandawgyi Park) and studied the animal groups.  
Our class took an awesome field trip to Hlawga Park, 
where we saw many animals and even got to feed a 
hippo and bears! 
We have some exciting units planned for the rest of 
the school year! 
                               -------- § -- ------

Mr. Tucker 
Fifth graders ended their study of major world 
religions by visiting six different houses of worship.  
First, we visited one of the most famous pagodas in 
Myanmar—Sule Pagoda!   For some students, this 
was their first trip to a Buddhist pagoda while for 
other students it was their hundredth visit.  Many of 
the students found the Buddha statue that matched 
the day of the week they were born.  After Sule 
Pagoda, we went to the only Jewish synagogue in all 
of Myanmar.  It’s called Musmeah Yeshua Synagogue.  
It’s a beautiful old building with a Star of David in 
front.  Our last stop that day was at the Sri Kaali 
Amman Hindu Temple.  It was filled with colorful 
statues of the many Hindu gods.  There was even a 
statue of Buddha in there.
 We also set out on a grand walking adventure 
from St. John the Baptist Armenian Orthodox 
Church all the way to St. Mary’s Cathedral.  St. John 
the Baptist is a simple church built about 150 years 
ago by the Armenian community.   As we walked 
toward St. Mary’s we passed by a mosque, another 
Hindu temple, the great big old Ministers’ Building, 
the old St. Paul’s High School (now BEHS Botataung 
#6), and a Salvation Army (Christian) church.  We 
stopped at a Sikh temple where we received a warm 
welcome.  After taking off our shoes and putting on 
our caps, we were able to see their place of worship 
and their holy book called the Guru Granth Sahib.  
The last place we visited was a Roman Catholic 
church called St. Mary’s Cathedral.  The students 
were very impressed with the high ceilings and 
stained-glass windows.  Just two weeks later, Pope 
Francis held services here.
 It was amazing to see all of these different 
houses of worship in just one square mile of 
downtown Yangon. 
                               -------- § -- ------

Drama Club
This year, YA’s Elementary Drama Club performed 
the original play, “Which Way to the Witch.”   The 
play was written and directed by Miss Jacquie.  It 
was about a group of school children who got lost 
in the woods and, unfortunately find shelter in a 
witch’s house.  The adventure of escaping the house 
and finding a way to defeat the witch made for an 
enjoyable time for all.  After rehearsing twice a week 
for six weeks, the students performed the play for 
the third, fourth and fifth grade students during the 

Elementary School News!
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afternoon and then in the evening for the parents.  
Cast members were: 5J -Young Jun; 5L-Fredrick, 
Mary, Anushka; 4C- Steven, Sudeepta, Myo, Lilian; 
4J- Tee Lay, Ireen, Candice, and Simon.  Hats off 
to these students for all their hard work and great 
performances.
                               -------- § -- ------

G1 (M) Highlights
By: Ms. Mazen
The students of grade 1 had a busy and terrific 1st 
trimester. They worked so hard to complete their 
timeline as their 1st project in Social Studies. 

We had two fieldtrips to Kandawgyi Park in October 
and  Hlawga National Park in December.

After two cancellations of our fieldtrip due to the 
weather, the 1st graders were amazed when we finally 
arrived at Kandawgyi Botanical Garden to discuss 
more on our topic about plants.

                               -------- § -- ------
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KG-J 
What Have We Have Been Up To?
We have had a busy couple of first months in 
Kindergarten! 

Knitting for Community Service

These last few months have been really exciting and 
filled with learning and growing! As a class, we are 
all beginning to read short books and practicing our 
writing skills to become great writers. Some of our 
work is on display outside our classroom. In science 
and social studies, we have been talking about living 
and non-living things as well as Earth’s materials 
and ways we can conserve them to take care of 
our Earth! In math we have been learning how we 
can manipulate and split apart numbers by using 
counters, and we are all excited about how much we 
know and how it will help us be great at addition and 
subtraction. 

                               -------- § -- ------

Twelve fifth graders are taking knitting for their 
ASA this quarter.  They are learning to knit stuffed 
animals and will give them to the orphans whom the 
HS community service groups works with.  Bears, 
horses, owls and cats on the way!!!
                               -------- § -- ------

“Soe” Much Dedication
Oak Soe swiftly pushes both of his hands behind him 
and starts to run, all eyes on him, his footsteps lightly 
touch the ground and bounce back up as if he was a 
ninja. In less than a minute, he arrives at the finish 
line and everyone applauds. He was demonstrating 
the game “Naruto Run” to the team members during 
our first ever Back to School Potluck Event. Oak 
Soe, a young charmer with a love for contributing 
to the school and a love for anime, is known to 
student council members as “Oak”. Oak is grade 6B’s 
representative and a dedicated good-humored hard 
worker. He often stays after school to help student 
council set up for events, help out with clubs, work 
on decorations for his school spirit committee, and 
even stayed after student council meetings to ask 
questions to clarify.  During meetings, Oak would 
enthusiastically shoot his hands up into the air with 
a big grin on his face about to spill some creative 
juices and give us some of his most interesting and 
insightful suggestions. Oak is an active participant in 

Elementary School News!

Spotlight Students
AMO Award Winners
Congratulations to Kaung Htet Lynn (5L), Simon 
Htut @ Nyan Htut (4J) and Thoon Htet Kyal Sin (4J) 
for earning the silver award and Aykri Sann Minn @ 
Aykri (5L) for earning the bronze award at the 2017 
American Mathematics Olympiad.
                               -------- § -- ------
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discussions and due to his hard work and dedication, 
he not only inspired some student council members 
to speak out more about their suggestions and ideas 
but also engaged his classmates in helping out and 
contributing hugely to the betterment of the school. 
Individually, we may be weak but very strong when 
bound together. Together, as a pack, we will make the 
school better and better. GO WOLVES! GO CUBS!

“For the strength of the Pack is the Wolves, and the 
strength of the Wolf is the Pack.”- Rudyard Kipling

Yin Wai Wai(President, Student Council)  
Sylvia W. Tankerson (Advisor, Student Council)

                               -------- § -- ------

YA ECC 
December 2017

Yangon Early Childhood Center has been very busy 
with lots of activities and fieldtrips!

We are Moving
The most important news is that we are moving! We 
are very excited to open our doors at the start of the 
2nd semester, January 8, 2018, at our new campus at 
Yangon Academy Elementary School. 

Fieldtrips
Over the past several weeks we’ve been busy, busy. We 
have finished studying our various themes for this 
semester and concluded the themes with fieldtrips.

Pasta Mania
Our Pre-Kindergarten pupils visited Pasta Mania 

ECC School News!

and had great fun making and then eating their own 
pizza creations.

Trip to the Zoo
The Pre-Nursery and Nursery students visited the 
zoo and had a very exciting time driving around the 
zoo and feeding the elephant.

Monthly Assemblies is a HUGE success!!

Our monthly assemblies are great fun. We perform 
our class songs and then we award “Star of the 
Month”- awards to students in each class. 

Happy Halloween!
Our October Assembly theme was a Fancy Dress-
theme, which fitted in nicely with Halloween.  
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Photo News!

Thereafter we all had great fun going around the 
campus to ‘trick or treat’!

Enrichment Programme
Kahtein Donations
Yangon Early Childhood Center collected donations 
for the Kahtein Tree. Our students also visited the 
Taunggyi Monastery with our donation. As part of 
the festivities, the students dressed in traditional 
Myanmar dress. 

Water Play!
While the weather has been pleasant we are making 
use of the opportunity to play outside. A weekly 
highlight is swimming on a Thursday.

                               -------- § -- ------

Collage Fair at ISY

U14 Basket Ball  Team

December Program

December Program
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Open House [Elementary] YA Basketball Team [Boys]

Open House [Elementary] YA Basketball Team [Girls]

Drama Club [Elementary] Halloween [Secondary]

Drama Club [Elementary] Halloween [Secondary]


